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Americans by Choice 


my father’s home a young man who had years be- 

fore gone to the West to make his fortune. He had 
returned, not with.a great fortune but with a vast 
fund of adventure and experience to talk about. As 
he sat there that night in the midst of our family, 
telling of the life that he had lived and the experi- 
ences he had had,-I sat near to him drinking it all in 
with both my mouth and ears open. He was to me a 
hero, and the land where he had been was literally a 
fairy land full of romance and adventure. Not a 
family nor an individual of that whole community 
who did not want to have him come and tell them 
his stories of the great West. 

On the steps of an old homestead in Sicily sits a 
man surrounded by a group of folks who are hanging on every word that he is 
saying. He is just back from America and is telling the story of how, during a 
great strike in a foreign city, there came to the home where he was boarding a 
woman who told them of the way in which the people of America were interested 
in them and wanted to make it possible for there to be such conditions that there 
would be no more strikes. Then he tells of how that same woman had been teach- 
ing the children to keep house and cook, and the mothers how to speak English. 
To him America was a great country and the land of love and helpfulness. He 
had been where he had come under the influence of our mission, or some other like 
it. Since the war more than one million such folks have returned to their native 
lands; and the story that each of them will tell depends on whether or not they too 
came in contact with Christian influences. Shall we not add a bigger portion to 
our home mission offerings so that our church will be enabled to do more for 
this great group of new Americans? 


[: my boyhood days one winter night there came to 
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About Folks and Things 


Rev. Henry W. McCrone has resigned 
his work at St. Johnsville, N. Y., to take 
effect September 1. We do not have in- 
formation as to his future plans, but trust 
that some good field will open to him soon. 

Dr. F. H. Peters, pastor of the Defiance 
Church, has been supplying First Church, 
Fall River, for a couple of Sundays. It 
must be a great pleasure to him to get back 
into this field which he served so pleas- 
antly as pastor for a number of years. 

Rev. C. B. Riddle, the genial friend who 
endeared himself to the Burlington Conven- 
tion by his gracious attentions as the chair- 
man of the entertainment committee, is re- 
ceiving the happy congratulations upon the 
arrival of a little daughter—the second in 
the home. 

Rev. J. C. Francis, who soon is to begin 
his fifth year with West Liberty, Ohio, is to 
deliver the memorial sermon there this 
year. He and Mr. D. M. Yoder, the 
evangelistic singer, recently did some fine 
work at New Richland, Northwestern Ohio 
Conference. 

. New Palestine, Miami Ohio Conference, 
recently had its banner attendance both at 
the Sunday-school and church services. 


Brother Judson R. Jones, a student at De- 


fiance, is pastor, and the work is moving 
nicely under his service. A recent visit 
from Mrs. Bullock did much good. 

The Union Church, Alamance County, 
N. C., Rev. P. H. Fleming pastor, had de- 
lightful services on Mothers’ Day. Rev. 
Frank Iseley took part in the morning serv- 
ice, and in the afternoon Rev. S. L. 
Beougher, pastor of the Christian Church 
at Graham, preached an interesting sermon. 


The commencement at Defiance College 
this year is from June 8 to 18. Dr. Martyn 
Summerbell preaches the baccalaureate on 
Sunday, and Rev. W. P. Fletcher gives the 
address before the Christian Associations 
Sunday evening. The commencement ad- 
dress on Wednesday will be by Dr. Ernest 
Bourner Allen, the well-known writer and 
lecturer. 

Mrs. Cora J. Zeiders, of Mansfield, 
Illinois, has an almost complete file of The 
Herald of Gospel Liberty, dating back many 
years, which she kindly wishes to give to 
one of our educational institutions; and we 
are happy that Elon College is thus to be 
supplied with this treasure for their new 
library—the old one having been entirely 
_ destroyed in the fire. 

The third quarterly session of the Rays 
Hill and Southern Pennsylvania Confer- 
ence was being held at Laurel Ridge this 
week. Rev. David Hollenshead, Rev. T. P. 
Garland, and. Home Mission Secretary 
Thomas are among the speakers. Dr. 
Thomas will co-operate with Field Secre- 
tary A. W. Sparks in some institute work 
in the conference while there. 

Miss Martha Denison, daughter of Dr. 
and Mrs. W. H. Denison, and student at 
Defiance, will preach every Sunday during 


the summer vacation for the Genntown 
Church, Miami Ohio Conference, beginning 
June 24. This church has been without 
regular preaching for two or three years. 
Two weeks ago Miss Denison supplied the 
pulpit very acceptably at Lima, Ohio. 

Brother R. L. Haskett, the efficient secre- 
tary of Sunday-schools for the Northwest- 
ern Indiana Conference, made an unusual 
record in the matter of securing reports for 
the recent Sunday-school Convention held 
at Young America. He secured a report 
from every one of the twenty-four schools 
reported in the conference, even visiting the 
Crooked Creek Church and assisting in 
opening the Sunday-school there, which has 
been closed-for some time. 


Rey. Watson G. Kershner, formerly one 
of our pastors, and for some years the Re- 
ligious Work Secretary of the Y. M. C. A. 
at Cincinnati, called at the Publishing 
House one day last week. Brother Kershner 
has a great field and is rendering a fine 
service in it. Besides a great number of 
other religious activities his Association 
has the honor, we believe, of having the 
largest men’s Bible class:of any Association 
in this country. It meets regularly on 
Monday evening and numbers over a 
thousand men. : 

The very fine address by President F. G. 
Coffin on the .subject of personal purity 
which we printed some time ago in The 
Herald, has been very tastefully reprinted 
in pamphlet form. It may be secured of 
Rev. Albert Godley, of Tenafly, N. J., and 
we wish that it might have a very extended 
circulation. This is a subject that should 
be studied and taught very much more gen- 
erally than it is. Brother Godley also will 
be glad to furnish suggested constitutions 
and information for the organization of pur- 
ity legions, either local or county, for the 


dissemination of such truths. 

A letter. just received from Brother 
Woodworth says: 

I am greatly enjoying my work with my 
theological boys of whom I teach fifty-seven 
with exceeding joy. My throat has im- 
proved so I can use it aboat an hour a day, 
but on Saturday I have two hours. Outside 
the classroom I do most of my talking in 
a whisper. I suppose I have sung: my last 
song, as singing is hardest on my throat, 
and at my age injured tissues are slower to 
heal. I have signed up for another course 
in Bible study. I don’t seem to know enough 
about the old Book, but I suppose I shall 
reach my end still working at it. My bike, 
which is my gymnasium, .is_ twenty-five 

ears old. I have worn out more coaster 
rakes than a cat has lives. But still, as 
Brother Ford would say, “It gets you there 
and it gets you back.” 


Mr. Hermon Eldredge, of our Christian 
Education Department, is on a two months’ 
tour of our churches in Kansas, Nebraska, 
and Iowa, including the commencement and 
Western Convention at Palmer College, and 
the pastors’ summer schools at Palmer 
College and Union Christian College, and 
other engagements en route. He also plans 
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to attend our summer schools at Defiance, 
Craigville, and Elon College, in July and 
Inasmuch as Brother Eldredge 
has to attend to his mail and do his writing 
for The Herald and other publications as he 
he can catch the time between speaking 
dates, his many correspondents will have 
to be patient with any delays, as oftentimes 
mail is tardy in reaching him. 

The official bulletin of the Montgomery 
County Christian Endeavor organization in 
its last issue praises three of our Endeavor 
societies in this county—that at Trotwood 
for certain plans of work, and especially 
for it§ influence upon the six young men 
who gave their lives to Christ on Easter 
day; that at Lower Stillwater for having 
won the largest percent of attendance ban- 
ner at the last Congress Meeting, Pastor S. 
M. Woods, a hundred percent of their mem- 
bership and some visitors having traveled 
some eleven miles to the meeting; and to 
the society at Crown Point for a recent 
musical program on a Sunday evening and 
for its co-operation in raising funds toward 
the debt on the church. 

The cornerstone of the Leonard Hume 
Memorial Building, one of the new struc- 
tures for Elon College, was laid on May 23, 
under the auspices of the Grand Lodge of 
North Carolina. Rev. J. W. Patton’ was 
Deputy Grand Master of this impressive 
ceremony. Brother J. M. Darden has ap- 
proved the plans for the building which he 
is erecting to the memory of his father-in- 
law, Deacon L. H. Whitley, and it is hopéd 
to have this Whitley Memorial ready on 
the opening day of the fall session. When 
completed it will be one of the most at- 
tractive auditoriums on any college campus 
in North Carolina, Commencement at Elon 
was May 27-29; the baccalaureate sermon 
being by Rev. Francis E. Clark, the father 
of Christian Endeavor; and Governor 
Trinkle, of Virginia, and Governor Morri- 
son, of North Carolina, were among the 
speakers. Rev. Stanley C. Harrell, of 
Durham, N. C., gave the alumni address. 

Our new plan of organization in the De- 
partment of Christian Education, adopted 
at the Burlington Convention, has attracted 
no little atiention outside of our denomina- 
tion. A description and outline of the plan 
written by Dr. Harper was given four pages 
in the bulletin of the Religious Education 
Association meeting in Cleveland and 
Bro. Hermon Eldredge also presented the 
plan on the floor of this convention very 
effectively. The Department, in continuing 
its plans of organization, has just appointed 
Rev. H. Shelton Smith, one of our most 
talented and promising young men, to have 
charge of the adult division with adminis- 
tration and leadership training for special 
emphasis. Brother Smith has had un- 
usually fine training at Elon and Yale to 
fit him for this particular work and we 
believe that he will put a new type of 
energy and enthusiasm into this very im- 
portant division of our activities. He be- 
gins his new work August 1, and a fuller 
account of his plans will be given then. 











Is the Church Headed Back Towards Creeds? 


Indianapolis the Fundamentalist group, led by 

William Jennings Bryan, finally succeeded in hav- 
ing passed a resolution directing the Presbytery of New 
York “to require the preaching and teaching in the First 
Presbyterian Church of New York City to conform to 
the systems of doctrines taught in the Confession of 
Faith.” The specific purpose in the passing of this reso- 
lution is to force this church to discontinue the services 
of Dr. Harry Emerson Fosdick, the noted Baptist min- 
ister who has been preaching for it. This action will 
mean, if it is to mean anything at all, that Dr. Fosdick 
must be subjected to a test for heresy. And the measur- 
ing rule by which the case is to be decided will be the 
creed of the Presbyterian Church. That very human 
document, purely and wholly the composition of men 
who were ne more infallible than is Dr. Fosdick himself, 
is to become the lodestone by which is to be tested the 
loyalty and worthiness of one of the most outstanding 
and forceful prophets of God that this generation has 
produced. In other words, a creed written by mere folks 
some hundreds of years ago, while the world was still 
wholly ignorant of modern astronomy and geology and 
psychology and a hundred and one other things which 
are the familiar knowledge of even high school boys and 
girls today, is to become the measuring rod by which is 
to be judged a man’s worthiness to preach the gospel of 
the living Christ in this day and generation. The ab- 
surdity of such a proposition is so obvious to every mind 
which has not been indoctrinated in creeds, that it needs 
no elaboration here in a denomination which for over a 
century has stood unalterably against the preposterous 
idea that one set of men have the right to prescribe 
creedal tests by which othér men are to be measured. 


A T the Presbyterian General Assembly last week at 


ND while all of this ugly controversy was going on 
over an old creed at Indianapolis, the Baptist Con- 
vention meeting at Atlantic City was being irritated 
- by another ugly controversy over the question of creeds 
also. But there it was not over an old one; for the Bap- 
tists have always boasted about: their liberty, and have 
prided themselves on having no creed but the Bible. 
However they were tricked some years ago into adopting 
a “confession,” under the pretense that a creedal test by 
that name would sound more sweet and harmless. And 
now the Fundamentalist group within this great brother- 
hood is intensely agitating for the adoption of a real 
creed. Efforts were made to pass a resolution setting 
forth what Baptists must believe—two of the cardinal 
points of which were on the “second coming” of Christ. 
But a new creed is no better than an old one. For it is 
not what is written into a creed that makes it objec- 


tionable, but the very principle of having a creed at all. 
For every creed is formulated on the preposterous 
assumption that one generation of Christians is so 
much more competent to understand the mind and heart 
of God than other generations will be that it may 
prescribe the limitations of religious thought and life in 
which succeeding generations are to live and move and 
have their being; or the equally egotistical preSumption 
that one group of folks within the Church are so much 
holier and more Christlike and devoted to the eternal 
truth of God, and so much better qualified to know and 
understand what the Bible really is and what the Bible 
teaches, than the rest of us that they may write down the 
beliefs to which all others in the Church must sub- 
scribe or be counted heretics unworthy the fellowship. 
of the Church and a place in her pulpits. 


HIs is the real question that has been thrust upon the 
Church of Jesus Christ by this controversy. At 
bottom, it is not a matter of right faith or wrong faith, 
of orthodoxy or heterodoxy, of loyalty to Christ or dis- 
loyalty. But it is the one question of whether or not one 
group of Christians have a right to set up doctrinal tests. 
by which they can try another group of Christians who 
are just as pure in their lives, just as scholarly, just as 
sincere in their reverence for the Bible as the Word of 
God and just as beautifully loyal to Jesus Christ as the 
loving Savior of the world, as are these others. That is. 
the real question of fundamental and vital importance 
growing out of all this turmoil within the Church 
today. And for this question the Christian Church has. 
only one answer. Our denomination was founded for the 
sole and only purpose of protesting against the fallacy 
of creeds and the sin of divisions among the followers of 
Christ—divisions which creeds always have brought 
about and always will bring about. That has been our 
one outstanding message, as it is our one distinctive 
mission to the world. The moment that we depart from 
this message and this mission, we have no earthly excuse: 
for existence as a separate people. 


T would seem, then, that our denomination should be an 
absolute unit on denying the right of any group of 
folks at.any time, anywhere, within the Church of Jesus 
Christ to presume to set themselves up as the judges over 
the faith of their brethren. Yet we are sorry to say 
that there are a few ministers and laymen within the 
Christian Church who have so far departed from the 
Principles upon which it is founded, and who so far mis- 
understand this present controversy, that they have per- 
mitted their prejudices for the Fundamentalist faith to 
beguile them’ into applauding the efforts of the Funda- 
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mentalist group in these other churches to invoke the authority of 
creeds. Our brethren have been thus trapped simply because they 
have not thought this thing through to the bottom. It is not a 
question of what any man believes or disbelieves. It is a question 
infinitely deeper than that—the question of who shall be the judge 
and monitor of faith; the question of whether or not one set of 
Christians have a more sure and certain access into the mind and 
heart of God than do the others; the question of whether or not, 
after all of these long centuries of deplorable experience with 
creeds, andi after having had its face turned away from the prin- 
ciple which produces them, the Church shall now be turned back 
towards them once more. Whatever they may believe about the 
teachings of Dr. Fosdick or any other individual, or however much 
they may love the doctrines of the Fundamentalists, The Herald 
cannot understand how it could be possible for members of the 
Christian denomfnation to be jockeyed into a virtual denial of 
both the spirit and Principles of our church on the question of 
creeds. More than a century it has labored to bring about the 
very right and liberty of the individual and of the local church 
which the Fundamentalist groups within the Baptist and Presby- 
terian chur@hes are now doing their utmost to destroy. If the New 
York Presbytery has the inherent right to enforce in its pulpits 
and classrooms what it interprets to be the “doctrines” of its old 
creed, and if the Baptist Church would be doing right to adopt a 
new creed by which to try its ministers and laymen for heresy,— 
if these two denominational groups would be following the will 
and plan of God in making and using creeds, then the very Prin- 
ciples of the Christian Church is a defiance to this will and plan 
of God and the sooner we shut up shop and quit preaching against 
creeds and denominational divisions and about the right of the 
individual to interpret the Bible. and practice his faith as his own 
conscience shall dictate, the better. But if the Christian denomina- 
tion is right in its conception of the will and plan of God, and 
in its conviction that the Holy) Spirit is competent toa take care of 
the faith of the Church in every age and every generation without 
written creeds to defend it or without the help of militant groups of 
disciples who tear the Church to pieces in an attempt to fasten 
their interpretations and their conscience upon their brethren—if 
the Christian Church is right in believing this and teaching this, 
then the appeal of the Fundamentalists to old creeds and their 
attempt to write new ones is absolutely wrong and should have the 
hearty condemnation of this denomination, which has stood for 
over a century against that kind of thing, and which, The Herald 
believes with all of its heart, has no intention of turning its back 
upon its Principles and proud position now. 


HETHER the Christian denomination does or does not turn its 

face away from its own traditions and history and back to- 
wards the creeds, it is very evident to any man who can perceive 
and understand his own times at all that the great body of the 
Church of Jesus Christ is not going to do so. It has set its face 
towards the future, not towards the past. And every year will see 
an increasing number of both men and women in every live de- 
nomination becoming disgusted with creeds and divisions and tur- 
moil. These will agree with the position which our own church has 
held so long against creeds and for the union of the followers of 
Jesus Christ. It is strikingly noticeable that the men in all de- 
nominations who are stirring up this trouble and trying to turn 
the Church back towards creeds and heresy trials are almost in- 
variably elderly men. The younger element, as well as many of 
the older, in every denomination are headed the other way. At 
the Presbyterian General Assembly a change of only five percent 
of the eight hundred votes would have defeated the Funda- 
mentalist resolution. This is an indication of what a tremendous 
movement away from creeds and creedal tests there is in every 
denomination. And it is as inevitable as fate that this group will 
grow larger with every passing decade, and the other group 
smaller. The Church of the living God is alive, and has its face 
set toward the future, and away from the ugly and divisive bicker- 
ing over creeds that has cursed its past. And we of the Christian 
denomination who have been free from this sort of thing all of our 
lives are not going to be foolish enough to turn backward now to 
the fleshpots of Egypt; but rather, with new enthusiasm and new 
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faith in our own cause, will we lead the van into the land of free- 
dom and liberty, which Jesus Christ himself promised us when he 
declared that his truth should make us free. 


The Segments of Your Dollar 


OR some weeks The Herald has been running on its front 
cover page a series about the various phases of activity which 
our Home Mission Board is now carrying on. Certainly these 

have contained a mighty appeal to every heart sensitive to the 
claims of the great home field with its many types of work and 
needs. But we fear that many of our readers have not grasped 
the fullest significance of this thing. Above everything else it 
means that the contribution which you as an individual make to 
the home mission offering in June, and to the home mission work 
throughout the year, will be divided among all of these many 
divisions of the work. There are at least ten of them. Hence if 
you give only fifty cents to the offering, it will mean that you 
are giving only five cents a year to the great work of helping to 
Christianize and Americanize the immigrant, five cents towards 
the uplift of the Negro, five cents for converting and civilizing the 
Indian, five cents for the planting of our cause in the cities and 
the erecting of churches there, and so on. The price of a sack of 
peanuts a year! How shockingly small a gift for these vast 
projects of the Church, projects that are as vital to the perma- 
nence of this nation as they are to the promotion of the gospel of 
Jesus Christ! Such a gift is too absurdly small from the hand 
of a full-grown man or woman. It is all right for a child to give 
a nickle or a dime to each of these phases of our work—but for 
a man or a woman to do so, that’s different! 


We believe that it is only because our people have not been 
thinking of our home mission work in this way that so many of 
them have the habit of giving only fifty cents or a dollar a year to 
the June offering for home missions—which usually is the only 
contribution which they make for the whole year for all ten types 
of this work. They are still thinking of it as just “Home Mis- 
sions”—the same that they used to give'a dime for on Children’s 
Day. They think they are doing well to give a dollar now. They 
have not stopped to. analyze the work and see how it has grown, 
and how many various lines it has been necessary for our Home 
Mission Board to take up since then. Those Children’s Day offer- 
ings were then used for only one or two purposes; now your 
offering must be divided up between ten or more. And instead of 
your dollar being a dollar for home missions it is really ten cents 
for immigrant work, ten cents for building an important city 
mission, etc. Surely as a real man or a real woman you would 
not think of giving only a dime to such mighty enterprises as 
these, every one of which should have a good, big gift from you, if 
some one could come and ask for each one separately. Then you 
should not think of doing so when they are all bunched together 
in one offering. The time has come when we must sit down and 
figure out how our gift has to be divided up to so many. placesé 
and then make a contribution big enough really to mean something 
for each one of them. 

You who are business men and business women, you who have 
good salaries or good incomes, think what all this should mean 
te yeu. God certainly cannot be pleased for you to keep on think- 
ing of our home mission work as a Children’s Day affair. You have 
grown to manhood and womanhood and are being richly blessed, 
surely God has a right to expect and the Church in America has 
a right to expect that you will do something far larger and better 
towards this great cause than the children are doing. Yet in many 
churches are boys and girls, mere children, who are earning and 
giving not only one dollar but many dollars every year for this 
offering. Can the grown people think they are doing well if they 
do less? The time has come when they should expect of them- 
selves a man’s sized gift for one of the mightiest activities of the 
Chureh of Jesus Christ. 

Dr. Thomas presents this week the vital importance of the 
church extension and conservation work. Unless the Christian 
Church enters the cities in the right kind of a way it is doomed— 
and deomed at the very time when the other denominations are 
being dashed against creedal rocks and are needing our particular 
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message. Yet what we are able to do for this cause and to correct 
some of the deplorable conditions about which Mr. Clem speaks in 
his article depends almost wholly on our home mission offering. 
In other denominations well-to-do people are in the habit of giving 
ten, twenty, a hundred dollars, and some of them thousands of 
dollars, a year to this very work. That is one reason why those 
denominations have grown big and strong. But men and women 
who are equally well-to-do in our own church are in the habit of 
giving only fifty cents or a dollar. And no matter how many 
opportunities we may have, no matter how many young men may 


The Trend 


_ Summer Military Camps and the Churches 


We are firmly opposed to the idea of summer military training 
camps for this country. There has never been a reasonable reason 
advanced for them except those based on the theory that the 
United States must prepare for an impending war. It is this 
doctrine which is at the basis of militarism and is having tre 
mendous influence in helping to head off the Christian movement 
that would ouflaw war and persuade the governments to look for- 
ward to some saner way for the settlement of difficulties. After 
a record that has run through both periods of peace and periods 
of war for a century and a half without such huge military 
preparedness and training, it is nothing less than a most absurd 
contradiction of both history and good sense to enter upon a pro- 
‘gram of training camps and militarism now. To call a hundred 
thousand young men inte such camps this summer, as is being 
done, and thus create a lot of embryo officers with militaristic am- 
bitions and conception of things, is about as ridiculous and danger- 
ous a piece of national seed-sowing as this nation has ever been 
guilty of doing. 

But if we must have such training camps—as seems inevitable 
until the military mania created by the war has run its course— 
then we are glad that efforts are being made to look after the 
moral and religious welfare of the young men who enter these 
camps. A report says: 2 

The Secretary of War has called into active service a small 
group of chaplains of the officers’ reserve corps and national guard 
and has invited about fifty religious leaders of the country to 
meet with them in Washington, June 6-8, 1923, to “devise ways to 
magnify the place of religion in the army; consider plans for a 
more intensive program for moral training for soldiers; develop 
community contacts and recommend those activities which will 
strengthen that program for regular army posts and stations, and 
which will safeguard young men who enter the various summer 
training camps. 

The complaint is made by some of those directing the religious 
activities of the army that the churches throughout the country 
are taking little interest in this work for the soldier boys, leaving 
it all to the chaplains. The chaplains feel that the churches back 
home, in most part, do not have very much interest in them or 
their work. This is not as it should be. Our soldier boys who are 
rendering this great service to their country,-and may be called 
at any time to make the great sacrifice for our natiqn, should 
have a place in the intensest concern of all of our churches. And 
the chaplains who are working for the moral and religious welfare 
of these young fellows should be made to feel that the Christian 
people back in the churches at home are earnestly thinking of them 
and praying for them in their work. Some plan ought to be de- 
veloped for the cultivation of a more intimate relationship between 
the religious workers in the army and navy and the religious 
forces at home. 


A Hopeful Word for High School Girls 


One of the popular recent volumes is entitled “The Returning 
Tide of Faith,” having reference to faith in religious verities. 
There is another returning tide of faith that is aimost as indispen- 
sable to the future of the Church and the world, and that is faith 
in folks. One of the most distressing reactions of the war was the 
strange obsession for eriticism which suddenly seemed to take hold 
of everybody. Few things escaped this critical fervor. Beliefs, in- 
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consecrate themselves to the ministry of our church, no matter 
how faithful may be the efforts and the prayers of our people, 
we can never enter the cities and save our scattered churches until 
our well-to-do men and women begin to give dollars for the home 
mission work where they have been giving only dimes, and tens and 
hundreds of dollars where they have been contented with a chil- 
dren’s offering of fifty cents or a dollar. Our men and women are 
seeing this, and more and more of them are beginning to give 
large gifts—and they are finding in such large giving a manly 


joy and satisfaction that they never knew before. 


of Events 


stitutions, habits of mind, all came in for a severe examination and 
denunciation. For a little time it seemed as if people were going 
to lose faith in everything, and especially in each other. Whole 
groups looked upon each other with rank scepticism and misgiving. 
in no place was this more manifest, perhaps, than the siden out- 
bursts of criticism and lack of faith which were manifested toward 
young people by their elders. The offending tendencies of the 
younger generation were paraded in pulpit, in press, on lecture 
platform and everywhere until men and women began actually to 
believe that the boys and girls of today were more shallow and 
hopeless than those of any other generation ever had been. 

But slowly war psychology is beginning to wear away and peo- 
ple are beginning to return to their sanity again. We are finding 
our faith in folks and things once more. We are learning that our 
day is not half so bad as some others have been, nor half so hopeless 
as it might ‘on the surface seem. Down underneath, are tremendous 
counter currents which are offsetting the forces that give such an 
appearance of evil. Even people themselves are ofttimes far bet- 
ter than they seem. And it is turning out, after all, that our 
young folks are not so much worse at heart than were their parents 
and grandparents before them. It helps mightily to have faith in 
each other thus renewed and strengthened; and for this reason 
we wish that those who are still possessed with doubt along these 
lines might read the following words from Miss Margaret Slattery, 
who is a real authority on the girls of today than whom there are 
none better qualified to speak: 

When, after meeting over three thousand high school girls last 
winter in a great city, I talked for an hour or more with the officers 
of the various classes, I learned how it came about that the girls, 
almost without exception, were so well dressed, so wholesome, so 
like what one thinks of as the American girl at her best. The low- 
heeled shoes, the sensible short skirts, the blouses rich in color and 
of suitable material and good lines, were such a relief after some of 
the costumes seen in the shops and on the streets. The girls them- 
selves had voted down extreme and unsuitable dress. These earnest 
girls who talked with me did not use the vocabulary of the past; 
their ideas were not those of théir grandmothers. But they showed 
that they had been thinking more deeply sores in their few years 
than their grandmothers had in all their lives. 


A Great Sunday-school Organization 


The American Sunday-school Union, which held its one hundred 
and sixth annual meeting this month, is the oldest Sunday-school 
organization in the country. It has organized 138,000 Sunday- 
schools, into which it has gathered five and one-half million people, 
chiefly children. Practically all of these have been in sections 
destitute of religious training and pitifully in need of just such 
work. It is a missionary organization in the very strict sense of 
that term. During the past seventeen years there have been 
organized .1,139 churches, of many different denominations, out of 
the Sunday-schools which it planted. This society’s work has al- 
ways been like that of John the Baptist. It has pioneered the 
way, going into communities where no Christian werk was-being 
done for the children. As soon as the way opened for church 
organization in any community in which it has planted and de- 
veloped a Sunday-school, it has left the denominational choice to 
the people themselves, and passed its responsibility over to the 
denomination which they chose. - 

Its one hundred and sixth year has been one of the most 
vigorous in its history. It has either organized or reorganized 
1800 schools. Adding these to those already in operation, it has 
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‘supervised the work of 6,000 schools, most of them meeting in public 
school houses, but some 600 in abandoned churches, 250 in public 
halls, 150 in farm homes, and still others in railroad stations, box 
cars, under brush arbors, and all sort of places. Its missionaries 
have paid great attention to home visitation, having made more 
than 200,000 visits to families, and in the course of this work 
distributed over 19,000 Gospels, Testaments, and Bibles. 


Chapels for Hotels 
Some of our great hotels have within their walls a population 


larger than the average village. These are mostly grown people, ’ 


and a very large proportion of them are men. Surely some one in 
every city needs to be concerned about the moral and spiritual 
welfare of this ever-changing population in our hotels. Many of 
them are men and women homesick and heartsick with loneliness, 
most of them are strangers in the city, and not a few of them are 
likely to fall into the wiles of city allurements if nothing better 
is offered them. Yet the churches have paid little attention to 
this great procession of people. Now and then chur¢h “direc- 
tories”—usually far out of date—are hung in the lobbies. The 
Gideons have placed a Bible in each room. And the Y. M. and 
Y. W. C. A. have sometimes attempted some slight form of service. 
But all in all, little has been done in a religious or social way. 

Here is a great and neglected field for Christian service. City 
church organizations need to develop some policy of taking care of 
this situation in the very heart of their territory. Some method of 
the right kind of social fellowship for strangers ought to be de- 
veloped; and at least these strangers might be made to feel that 
they are really sought and wanted in the services of the near-by 
churches. We would like to hear what plans any of our churches 
have tried, and with what success. 

It is interesting to note that some of the hotel managers them- 
selves are sensing the religious needs of their patrons. It has just 
been announced that in three of the big hotels in New York City, 
chapels are to be established for the use of patrons. These chapels 
will be open at all hours for meditation and prayer, and on proper 
occasions for worship. Certainly this ought to be a suggestion and 
an incentive to church federations and ministerial associations in 
every city. 
. oO 


Dr. Sidney L. Gulick, so widely known as unquestionably the 
greatest Christian authority on affairs in the Orient, has this to 
say with reference to Christian America’s duty to help promote 
the new and more Christian viewpoint which is struggling for ex- 
pression in Japan: 

We need to remove suspicions against Japan that for a decade 
have been sedulously cultivated. The public mind has been poi- 
soned in regard to Japan and the Japanese. We need to interpret 
her recent years of militaristic development and aggression in 
the light of Occidental militarism and aggression. Our people 
need to understand Japan’s problems. Insight and sympathy are 
called for. We need to help our people to realize that Japanese 
militarism was the inevitable and necessary response to Western 
militarism. 

We need also to see and to say that the whole world should 
now turn a sharp corner; that militarism both in the West and in 
the East should be given up completely. By thus cultivating a 
better ee Japan we can do much to strengthen the 
hands of Japan’s liberal leaders, and also help to create a better 
world to live in, 


Oo 


Twenty-two States now require the physical examination of 
every child applying for an employment certificate. Eight others 
and the District of Columbia allow the certificate-issuing officer to 
require an examination when he is in doubt as to the child’s 
physical fitness; but many officers, it is said, do not realize the 
importance of this phase of their work. In eighteen States there 
is still no legal provision of any kind for examination, even when 
a child first enters employment. Virginia is said to have advanced 
in this beyond the other States, in that it now requires the ex- 
amination of every working child at regular intervals during the 
years when he is especially susceptible to the strains of industry. 
It should thus be possible to determine whether the work at which 
he is engaged is injuring his health or interfering with his normal 
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development. In certain other States a child must be reexamined 
when he goes from one employer to another; but since he may re- 
main with his first employer until he passes the certificate age, 
this is not so adequate a provision as the new Virginia law. 


Oo 


From the first The Herald has contended that the home brewing 
of beer and other alcoholic drinks was to a great extent a fad and 
no cause for great worry, because folks would soon tire of it. 
This is proving to be the case. It is not nearly so much fun to 
brew or distill drinks as some had imagined; and usually these 
drinks are not very appetizing after they are made in this way. 
So there is a constant falling off in the amount of home brewing. 
Mr. Clark M. Perry, federal prohibition director of Milwaukee, 
has just declared that home brewing in that city has fallen fifty 
percent from the high mark attained shortly after the advent of 
prohibition. He bases this statement on information given him by 
dealers in, the ingredients of home brew. He adds that brewers 
are constantly: offering him their co-operation in stamping out the 
illicit brewing of beer. When brewers learn of one of their num- 
ber making real beer, they report it to Mr. Perry because it. inter- 
feres with the sale of near-beer which is being manufactured by 
law-abiding brewers. 

ae 


How careless of the real facts of the situation wet enthusiasts 
can be is illustrated by the attacks which the Director of Health 
Education of New York City has been making on prohibition. 
Among his published statements are declarations’ that “every 
attempt to improve morality by law is productive of disorder,” that 
“prohibition has increased alcoholic indulgences—in this vicinity, 
at least,” and brought about a “shocking increase in disorderly 
conduct,” and that the effect of prohibition has been “very dis- 
astrous.” The statistics which he quotes go back only to 1918. 
But Dr. Henry N. Pringle has compiled a list, carefully verified 
by the police department records, back to 1892. And this shows 
that arrests for intoxication in the years previous to 1918 usually 
ran in the twenty and thirty thousands, even reaching as high 
as 45,369 in 1908; but in the last five years they have dropped off 
to the five, six, and seven thousands. A very similar falling 
off took place — arrests for intoxication and disorderly conduct. 


o ‘ 

{ 

In most part the experiments at municipal or other forms of 
public ownership in this country have not been brilliant successes. 
Usually they have been failures in a financial way. But the city 
of Detroit closed its first twelve months of municipal ownership 
of street railways on May 14 with a million dollar profit for the 
first year of this interesting venture. This might indicate that 
the failures in other such experiments may have been due more 
to the type of men who have been elected or appointed to run them 
than to the policy of public ownership. At any rate, it is very 
probable that the public will insist upon trying to run some of its 
public service organizations unless the private owners show a 
good deal more judgment in giving good and cheap service than 
many of.them have been doing. . 


Over fifty of the most prominent leaders in public life will 
address the Consultation Conference on Christian Citizenship to be 
held at Winona Lake, Indiana, July 1-8, under the auspices of the 
National Reform Association. The conference is called mainly to 
consider the great moral issues involved in the relationships of 
nations toward each other, especially in view of the crises now 
confronting them. These problems will be discussed by experts in 
the fields of politics, economics, and religion. 

oO 

The official call has been issued for the ninth convention of 
the World’s Sunday School Association, which will meet in Glas- 
gow, Scotland, June 18-26, 1924. Its motto will be: “That the 
world may know that thou hast sent me.” And the daily program 
will cover every phase of Sunday-school work at home and in the 
mission fields. 























The Greatest Challenge to the Christian Church 


BY OMER S. THOMAS, Home Mission Secretary 


following the front page sketches of the 

different phases of our home mission 
work they will have noticed how we are 
reaching into so many fields with the ten- 
tacles of the Church as to make possible the 
greater growth of the main body of the 
Church. 

There is one field, however, that has in 
it very little that-appeals to the romantic 
within us; but it is the one that offers to 
us the greatest challenge for sacrifice of 
money and for effort in the home mission 
work. It is the field of conservation and 
extension of the church. America is fast 
becoming an urban country. For genera- 
tions it has been rural in its spirit and 
growth. Today however its cities are grow- 
ing by leaps and bounds, and the organiza- 
tion that is going to continue to 
live in any big way must grow in 
the city with it. 

Into the suburban sections of 
the cities the great middle class is 


1 the readers of The Herald have been 


moving and buying homes where N 


they expect to live for the rest of 
their active lives. They are com- 
ing from the different denomina- 
tions and as a rule are not “dyed 
in the wool” sectarians. The great 
interdenominational organizations 
have so far influenced folks that 
they are willing to concede that 
there are fine Christian people in 
all of the churches; and so they 
come with open minds, ready to 
study the church in the community 
which they have selected for their 
home. There is a fine appeal in 
the Principles of the Christian 
Church to that type of folks, and 
we should be in a position to meet 
that appeal by having churches in 
these localities. There has been no 
other time in our history when we 
have had so many strategic oppor- 
tunities to build fine city churches 
and secure a membership which 
will mean very much to our church 
and the part it can play in the 
future. 

We have two suburban churches 
just outside the city of Dayton, for in- 
stance, where surveys have been made. 
One of them has been receiving aid from 
the Home Mission Board. They have among 
their membership people who have belonged 
to almost every denomination represented 
in the city of Dayton. Almost a hundred 
of such folks united with one of these 
churches in the current year. This church 
is now telling the mission secretary that it 
will not want aid from the Mission Board 
longer. Its budget has been increased over 
a thousand dollars for the coming year, but 
the church expects to take care of it itself. 
In_the other church near Dayton there are 
fifteen different denominations represented 
and all of them are able to worship in our 
church without having to surrender prin- 


ciples that are dear to them. The fact is 
that there is probably not another de- 
nomination which is able to appeal to folks 
from all denominations in just the way that 
ours does. And in a new section of Dayton, 
the Miami Conference has accepted the 
challenge of a great opportunity, and ex- 
pects before many months to try to start 
a work that promises to become, in the 
course of a few years, a leading church of 
the conference because of its strategic 
location. 

What is true of the city of Dayton is 
also true of every city of the country. 
There are growing sections of every city 
which are calling for churches, and they 
should be churches that will answer to all 
of the different denominational ideas and 
embrace them all in one fellowship as ours 


God Calls 


OT often does God summon his servants 
Significant en- 
deavor and high devotion do not come forth 
at the acclaim of the throng or the promise 
of quick rewards... 

In the solitude of Midian, Moses knew the 
call of his countrymen; Paul at Troas saw 
Europe’s need visualized in a single man; 
Wendell Phillips knelt at his bedside and 
dedicated himself to the black millions; Jud- 


with trumpet and drum. 


son, in the shelter of a friendly haystack, 
felt the heartbeat of India. 


God calls in the great inarticulate needs of 
the human family, in the dumb suffering of 
little children, in the grind of poverty, in the 
long dreams of youth, in the sorrows and 
hopes of life. Deep calls to deep. God calls 
by the statesman’s-hope, by the glorified 
vision of what the world may become 
through the plentiful healing that is in Jesus 
Christ.—Vernon S. Phillips, in The Baptist. 





can do. The community church will not 
answer that need because it cannot render 
the greatest service, having no outlet for 
its missionary and benevolent spirit as has 
the church which is tied up to some de- 
nomination with a great program. The 
Christian Church with its Principles, mak- 
ing Christian Character the test of fellow- 
ship and the Bible its only creed, needs only 
to be known by these great suburban 
centers to make an appeal to them that. will 
enlist their active sympathy. 

Just lately a survey was made in the 
vicinity of our church in the Vanderveer 
Park section of the city of Brooklyn; and 
two sections were found where there is now 
an imperative need for churches to minister 
to a growing suburban population. Plans 


are under way just now so that we are 
about ready to begin our building in 
Vanderveer Park; and as soon as we have 
that church built, we must have a sister 
church in some near-by section of that city 
just as.soon as possible. It is only thus 
that the work can be consolidated and made 
permanent in a city; and such a location is 
now found within a mile of the present 
church, in a section with a great oppor- 
tunity and a great need. 

One of the policies we are following at 
this time is to build at great centers and 
develop around them, in something of the 
same manner in which the work at Norfolk 
has been and is being developed. 

Another phase of the church extension 
work besides reaching into new fields is in 
planning and pushing for a better develop- 
ment of the old fields where there 
is strategic opportunity. In ac- 
cepting the responsibilities which 
have come to us as a heritage of 
the past, there are churches which 
were organized without thought as 
to their relationship to the other 
churches or whether or not they 
were located in such a way as to 
enable them to make for the 
solidarity of our denominational 
work, or even to live. As long as 
we are a denomination or a 
separate organized body of Chris- 
tians, we must have solidarity in 
order that we may accomplish 
anything. In the past we have not 
had such a solidarity, and that is 
the reason that there are some of 
our widely separated churches, in 
far removed sections, have per- 
ished. We did not have home mis- 
sion funds to come to their rescue. 
We need vast sums to hold the 
fields which must be kept intact 
and growing if our church is to 
live. 

In two great sections of our 
territory we are witnessing the 
power of solidarity and concentra- 
tion of effort. In either of those 
sections it is possible to put across 
programs because of the way in 
which the work has been concentrated 
rather than scattered over large areas. If 
we are to conserve the work in the biggest 
way it is necessary that the Home Mission 
Board place strong men in some of the 
strategic centers and aid in their support 
in such a manner as to give them the free- 
dom to undertake the larger programs. At 
the present time some of the strongest men 
of the denomination are receiving aid from 
home mission money because they are try- 
ing to establish our work in strategic 
centers. The Methodist Church named their 
organization the “Committee on Conserva- 
tion and Advance.” That is an excellent 
name for just the work that we want to do 
and must do. We believe that while all 
other phases of our home missions has in 
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them such needs that they demand our best 
support, there is in this challenge for 
church extension the biggest of all the calls 
for our best support—because it is a 
challenge to get back of the very reason 
for which our church stands, and get back 
of it in a big way that will put it across. 
This is a challenge for no small thing 
either. We are ashamed to make our goal 
as-small as fifty thousand dollars when 
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there is a possibility for using ten times 
that amount in church extension work 
alone. But what we are asking will make 
possible the things which we have actually 
planned for this year. And we are hoping 
to raise the asking for next year so that 
the Christian Church may answer the 
Macedonian call that is coming to it from 
many cities, and other parts of our country. 
Dayton, Ohio. 


The Present Christ 


BY REV. WILLIAM J. REYNOLDS 


Text—Mary Magdalene came and told 
the disciples that she had seen the Lord, 
and that he had spoken these things unto 
her.—John 20: 18. 


HE world is old, very old. Scientists 

+ declare that we have come up from 

the slime of the ditch; the theologians, 

that we have fallen as the angels fell from 

heaven, and have been slowly working our 
way back to Paradise. 

Some prefer to struggle back blindly; 
but increasing multitudes believe that one 
appeared in our midst near two thousand 
years ago who knew the way, who was the 
way, and who came to guide erring men to 
the Father’s house and show them the 
Father’s love. This great leader, who spent 
his life in Palestine, drew about him a 
group of sincere and devout men and 
taught them tthe great truths of the im- 
mortal life, and having done this he passed 
to the Father’s house through the gate of 
death. The men to whom he had taught 
the mysteries of the way felt that in the 
manner of his going he had been disgraced, 
and that all his great claims had fallen as 
empty vaporings upon a discouraged race. 

It was in the morning of their sorrow 
that a woman they knew, and for whom 
they had but little respect aside from the 
fact that she loved their Master, came run- 
ning to them and said she had seen their 
Master, and had come at his request to tell 
them that he was alive and would see them 
in their own country, Galilee. 


That was indeed great news, stunning 
news, news too good to be true. It could 
not be that he was alive. Had they not seen 
him stretched upon the cross, his hands 
nailed to the cross-beam, his feet nailed 
down hard and fast on the body of the 
cross? Had they not seen his breast rising 
and falling in the agony of his suffering? 
Had they not heard his pitiful cries, and 
seen the heavy spear tear a great gaping 
wound in his side? Yes. They knew he 
was dead, that his tomb was sealed, and a 
watch set over it. And now comes Mary 
of Magdala and tells them their Master is 
alive! What foolishness! 

But wait a minute. Not long since they 
had witnessed a wonderful thing. Their 
Master had stood by the grave of his dead 
friend Lazarus, and though Lazarus had 
been dead for days, the master had stood 
at the door of his tomb and called him, and 
Lazarus had come forth wrapped in his 


_ grave clothes. 


This miracle had created a 
profound sensation throughout the entire 
country, and had actually hastened their 
Master’s death because it had so stirred up 
his enemies. It was an event never to be 
forgotten. And now what is this they 
hear? That he is alive, and has appointed 
a meeting for them amid the old familiar 
scenes in which the happy years of their 
early association with him were passed. 
Then, they did not know that he was not 
made after the law of a carnal command- 
ment, but after the power of the endless 
life. They were to know that later on. 
True, they believed in the resurrection of 
the dead—multitudes believed in that doc- 
trine.. It was as old as thé culture of Egypt 
from whence the Jews had received it. 
But to return to Mary of Magdala. She 
came with such startling news. It filled 
the disciples with amazement. It was as 
if some one we knew with great intimacy 


HOLL 
A Thread of Gold 


(THERE are days in our lives that we 
wish would ne’er end, 
But last forever and aye; 
There are days when our hearts go out 
to a friend, 
Though never a word do we say. 





We both may be busy, wrapped up in 
our thoughts, 
And working along different trend; 
Still into our lives there seems to be 


wrought 
A golden thread from the life of that 
friend. 


And every life weaver when his soul’s 
work is done, 
And his fabric is spread out to view, 
Will see in his effort a small ray of sun, 
— the shuttle, perhaps threaded 
y You. 


And the passer-by in life’s busy mart, 
For a moment, may stop and behold 
sey 9 that makes an appeal to his 

eart, 
Though he knows not that it’s your 
thread of gold. 
—Henry W. Jones. 


LAA 


should come to us and say, “I saw Mary 
this morning.” We know that Mary was 
buried last week or last month, and that 
she could not possibly have seen Mary. We 
express our incredulity and say, “Im- 
possible!” “Yes,” replies our friend, “I 
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know how you feel. You feel just as I 
would have felt two hours ago; but I am 
telling you again I saw Mary and talked 
with her, and her message was ,one of 
peace.” This would indeed be no more im- 
portant news, no greater news, than that 
which Mary of Magdala brought to the dis- 
ciples. 

When the great war was upon the world 
and the powers of men were stirred to their 
depths, a great man of science lost his only 
son in battle. He had for years helieved 
that it was possible to communicate with 
those who have passed through death, and 
when his son was taken from him he was 
sure that he would hear from him again 
and when to him his expectations were fully 
realized and he felt he knew with absolute 
certainty that he could and did communi- 
cate with his son, his heart was fully satis- 
fied, and life and death took on new mean- 
ing. 

As mere human evidence, the evidence of 
Sir Oliver Lodge is as credible as the evi- 
dence of Mary of Magdala. The spiritual 
presence of Jesus in the garden so long ago 
is as strange and startling as would be the 
presence of our dead loved ones in such a 
garden. 


I feel perfectly sure that Jesus was in the : 


garden. I can not account for the marvel- 
ous effect of his teaching upon the world 
apart from that event. He was a compara- 
tively unknown man, and died outside the 
walls of Jerusalem as a malefactor. When 
he cried, “It is finished,” it looked as if 
everything for which he had contended was 
at an end. But so far from being ended, 
death was but the beginning. From that 
time onward he has been the Master of men. 
From that time forth he has been the 
central figure in history, and is today the 
most potent force in the affairs of the 
world. And wherever his presence is there 
the lives of men take on new meaning, new 
power, new life. Such, quickened by his 
presence, reach out hands of mercy, benevo- 
lence, pity, and love across wide reaches of 
space, and bridge the seas with their ships 
laden with food for the hungry, clothing 
for the naked, and healing medicines for 
the sick and halt and blind. Today he 
gives life and saves life through the lives 
and powers of those who love him. 

The greater miracle than his resurrection 
is the indubitable fact of his life in the 
modern world. It is in hospitals and 
schools, in churches and cathedrals, in 
ritual and_ service—above all in human 
hearts that yearn to do his will and serve 
him with joyous abandon in good works and 
deeds of love. Yes, he is in his world the 
mightiest force working to the glorious con- 
summation of a redeemed and saved world. 

He is here today. Dr. Gordon in his 
book, “When Christ Came to Church,” puts 
it beautifully and truthfully. He saw the 
stranger come into his church and seat him- 
self behind one of his church officials. He 
somehow knew it was the Christ and felt 
how great was the occasion when so dis- 
tinguished an auditor was present. When 
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the service was over he hastened down to 
greet his guest, only to find when he had 
reached the pew in which he had worshiped 
that he was gone. “Oh,” he cried, “I so 
wanted to speak to him.” 

His official said to him, “He has been here 
before and he will no doubt come again.” 

How true! Christ has been here in this 
church in all the years since it was dedi- 


cated to his service, and we prayerfully, 
sincerely, and reverently hope he is here to- 
day and that he will be here again. This 
great truth inspires us and lifts us out of 
the present and carries us forward into the 
future when we shall walk with him in 
white, with seeing eyes and fully under- 
standing hearts. 
Norwich, Conn. 


That Deplorable Condition 


BY REV. H. RUSSELL CLEM 


HE splendid editorial in The Herald 
T of April 26, 1923, on “If the Church 

is to Live,” speaks of the “deplorable 
condition of dissatisfaction and unrest in 
the ministry.” This condition has certainly 
been noticed by even the casual observer, 
and keenly felt by all who are interested in 
the growth of the Kingdom. 

This condition of unrest has caused a loss 
to the ministry of all denominations, and 
that which is worse—a dissatisfied spirit 
among many of those who still remain 
where they are. 

There are many reasons for this unrest 
and dissatisfaction. The editor has not 
dealt with these as much as the fact itself. 
There is a general unrest in the present 
day, which affects the ministry as it does 
other callings and professions, and which 
aggravates any condition of unrest and dis- 
satisfaction otherwise existing in the pro- 


-fession. 


In our own church there are some par- 
ticular reasons. 

First, in the last twelve to sixteen years 
the Christian Church has been insisting 
upon a high educational and professional 
standard for its ministry, without insisting 


upon a correspondingly high standard for - 


the churches which these ministers are to 
serve. Many of our well qualified ministers 
—“able ministers of the New Testament” 
—have been called to serve country 


- churches, in locations ill-advised, where 


with age-old precedents it was impossible to 
secure progress and growth. The farmer 
members of these churches have traded 
their cradles for binders, their walking 
plows for tractors, their horse and buggy 
for an automobile; but they have been satis- 
fied to continue with the old one-room 
church building, and with once-per-month 
or twice-per-month preaching by a non- 
resident preacher. The field has not been 
developed, the mines have not been ex- 
plored, and the younger generation of the 
neighborhood has gone away to college, and 
to the city, never to return there to live. 
When these up-to-the-minute farmers go 
out to farm they do not go with poor tools; 
they have the latest and best. They are 
satisfied, however, to give their minister 
and their church poor tools—poor equip- 
ment. How long will the self-respecting 
and ambitious young minister be “satisfied” 
with conditions like these, when there is 
nothing better in sight? I know one little 
conference, comprising territory in one of 


the best sections of the United States, 
which has had come from its churches an 
unusually large percent of able ministers, 
some.of them coming into national promi- 
nence in their own denomination and other- 
wise; but in its history of nearly one hun- 
dred years, and in a territory where there 
are at least a dozen cities with throbbing 
industrial and business life, it has not pro- 
duced one single church to command the 
services of one of these men. 

Second, our minister who is cramped by 
traditions and unprogressive customs and 
methods of the country church, resigns and 
accepts the pastoral charge of a city 
church. The young people are growing 
there, and they are to make up the future 
church, “if the Church is to live.” Does he 
find these young people there who were lost 
to his country church? Unfortunately he 
does not, except in comparatively very small 
numbers. The Christian denomination did 
not anticipate this rush to, and growth of, 
city population two generations or even one 
generation ago, as did, for example the 
Disciples Church. So we wake up to find 
our people who have migrated to the cities 
forced to unite with.churches not our own, 
or go without a church home. In the city 
pastorate to which our country preacher 
has gone, instead of finding an up-to-the- 
minute church, officered by men of city 
training, familiar with the necessary differ- 
ence in plans, methods, administration, etc., 
for the city from those of the country 
church, he finds a country church in the 
city. That is, the city church is largely 
made up of those who have gotten their 
church ideas and training in the country 
church, and when they moved to town just 
brought these ideas along with them. He 
does not find that church free from condi- 
tions and traditions that hinder growth. 
He finds, even in the face of professions of 
loyalty, that he must go into “keen competi- 
tion” with other city churches whose equip- 
ment and program are sometimes the last 
word in modern church work. High priced 
music, a corps of paid workers, visitors, 
nurses, workers among the young, workers 
among the old, etc., while, as one minister 
recently expressed it, our pastor “must 
fiddle upon one string,” preach, preach, 
that’s all he can do. And where, oh where 
is he, if he can not do that very well! 

The minister reads books on his profes- 
sion. He reads articles in magazines on 


the progress of the "Kingdom. He makes 
observations and surveys. And he sees the 
world move on and leave him behind be- 
cause he can not be delivered from the body 
of this death of unprogressiveness, and he 
can not drag it along fast enough to keep 
up. Will he be satisfied? If he is, he will 
be useless to the Church. 

The Christian Church has always been 
ahead of the time on theories. Her theories 
have been par-excellence. We have re- 
cently set our standard in Christian educa- 
tion fifty years ahead, and the program is a 
most audacious one. Shall we be able to 
work it? Not unless our pastors become 
“possessed” with the conviction that it 
should be and must be worked. To give 
preachers, as well as any other worker, a 
big task and send them to that task with 
poor equipment, poor tools, is a pretty sure 
way to make them dissatisfied rather than 
imbue them with a good spirit and morale. 


With the constantly increasing demands 
upon the minister’s time and energy in the 
community, and the ever-widening program 
of church work, it seems that one of the 
next campaigns into which the church 
should go will be to cut the minister loose 
from traditions and provide him and the 
local church with a corps of workers trained 
for the day in which they live. This has 
not so far been done either by the local 
church itself or the church college. And we 
must build equipment adequate and neces- 
sary to modern church work. 


If a condition of unrest and dissatisfac- 
tion exists, and is more pronounced in the 
Christian denomination than elsewhere in 
the Church, there is some reason for it. In 
the city where I live a movement has just 
been “put across,” that of bringing a fa- 
mous evangelist for a meeting, which was 
not initiated by the ministers, and which 
they have refused to endorse. It was done 
by the business men. At the same time an 
erganization of those same business men 
made an appeal to the churches through the 
ministers to assist them in another impor- 
tant movement in which they would need 
their assistance. Now I am _ wondering 
what these business men would think of the 
ministers if they were to initiate some 
ultra-business campaign, and put it through 
without asking them anything about it! 

There is a constantly increasing desire, 
it seems, to eliminate the pastor from all 
movements of the community and the de- 
nomination, and with fully as great desire, 
it appears, to push off on him the solution 
of many of their problems. The pastor will 
hardly approach the solution of these prob- 
lems with good spirit and morale when he 
has had nothing to do with making them. 
I write these lines with an unwavering con- 
viction that no community, or church, will 
ever get over, or go through, crises inde- 
pendent of its ministers—its pastors. To 
pay them scant respect or consideration is 
to intensify any condition of unrest and dis- 
satisfaction, rather than change it for the 
better. 


Greensboro, N. C. 








514 (10) 


THE HERALD OF GOSPEL LIBERTY 


At Prayer Time 


Let not kindness and truth forsake thee. 
—Proverbs 3: 3. 
o 


There ate two ways, commonly speaking, 
wherein we are constantly measured, and 
wherein we form our ordinary estimates of 
others. One is our usual social attitude, or 
spirit; the other, the standard of our con- 
victions. 

These largely determine our social ex- 
periences. Certain attitudes, or types of 
disposition, together with corresponding 
standards make for strong and wholesome 
association; others work against any worth- 
while fellowship. 

The spirit of kindness is important in the 
matter of one’s usual disposition, and the 
spirit of truth is important in the field of 
our convictions. With these, friendships be- 
come relatively easy: that is, with these 
qualities, no one will lack for good friends. 
As long as these are adhered to, friendships 
continue to be strong and constructive. If 
these qualities are only meagerly found in 
an individual’s make-up, social bonds are 
likely to be less vital. If kindness and truth 
are overtly violated, friendships become less 
likely or impossible. Especially if viola- 
tions are frequent or habitual. 

Wholesome life, it is to be noted in this 
meditation, has to do with two great fields 
of experience. One of these may be repre- 
sented by fellowship; or, our relations with 
others. There is a so-called social world for 
each one of us—a world of folks; for we 
do not live by ourselves—at least it isn’t 
considered normal to do so. The other world 
is even a more important one; it has to do 
with principles. We live by these too. A 
person without principles we consider a 
very low type of person generally. These 
two worlds in which we live, though they 
are distinct phases in our lives, are not to 
be considered separately. In the best lives, 
they exist together. 

The influence intended by this admonition 
to kindness and to truth, is to make both 
these phases strong in our lives and at the 
same time happily to blend them. Kindness 
represents that which helps to make us so- 
cially congenial. Truth represents that 
which gives us social worth. Surely we can 
see a vast importance to a religion that 
holds such qualities before us. 


oOo 


“Let not kindness and faithfulness leave 
thee— 
Bind them on thy neck— 
So wilt thou find favor and good repute 
With God and man.” 


Oo 


Observe also, that kindness and truth can 
only be strong when they exist together. 

Kindness has a number of implications. 
All the way from ordinary courtesy to ex- 
treme pity the word has been used to ex- 
press certain approved reactions. It is pos- 
sible that in this passage in proverbs the 


meaning is merely a “friendly good feel- 
ing;” added to it, of course, would be con- 
sistent conduct. 

But such kindness could be so vague or 
general that it would not suggest any 
strength of character. A weak spirit, in 
fact, could be mistaken to be a kind spirit, 
simply because it may not have sufficient 
fiber for harshness if harshness would be 
demanded. 

On the other hand, truth could seem to 
be harsh and without human feeling or con- 
cern. One’s life could be so set upon cer- 
tain principles that a number of finer ex- 
periences would be missed. In such an in- 
stance, even the thought of principles 
weakens in its appeal. 

But put them hand in hand—kindness 
and truth! Let one strengthen the other; 
then both are strong, and the character they 
form must be of the best. 

Then consider the returns that come: 
EEE 

Let me remember, as I go my way, 

How much it meant to me to meet 
a friend 

Who walked and talked with me but 

yesterday; 


Let me be like him to the journey’s 
end, 


Let me remember once my head was 
bowed, 
My difficulties seemed to weigh me 


down; 
And then I found a comrade in the 

crowd, 
And we went laughing, jesting, into 

town. 


Time was that grief sat silent in the 


room, 
The home I loved was desolate and 
bare; : 
Then came a ray of comfort through 
the gloom, 
A friend who understood was' stand- 
ing there. 


No kindly word, once spoken, can be 
lost, 
No kindly deed is ever done in vain; 
Nor can we measure when our paths 
are crossed 
How much from us our fellow-man 
may gain. 


I would somehow my influence could be 
So fraught with help and comfort 
and delight, 
As that of friends who have encour- 
aged me 
And sent me brave and smiling to 
the fight. 
—Edgar A. Guest. 
ee 
“With what measure you mete, it shall be 
measured unto you.” Honor, community 
respect, neighborly confidence, and all such 
kindred spiritual goods are thus available— 
and they cannot be really had in any. other 


way. 


oOo 
And who shall walk a mile with me 
Along life’s weary way? 
A friend whose heart has eyes to see 
The stars shine out o’er the darkening lea, 
And the quiet rest at the close of the day, 
A friend who knows, and dares to say, 
The brave, sweet words, that cheer the way 
Where he walks a mile with me. 


With such a comrade, such a friend, 

I fain would walk till journey’s end, 

Through summer sunshine, winter rain, 

And then? Farewell, we shall meet again. 
—Henry van Dyke. 
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The story is told by some one of a cer- 
tain man who became so absorbed in his 
business that his better nature was forgot- 
ten. Cares and desires for larger gain sup- 
planted his consideration for others. But 
with the losing of his social interest, busi- 
ness decreased. This brought more annoy- 
ance and a further lessening of his concern 
for friends. Finally business became dull, 
almost to a standstill. He began to break 
physically; and later concluded that life was 
soon to end. In that emergency, he be- 
thought himself; he decided to change his 
plans. He sought fellowship with his neigh- 
bors.. Business began to pick up. He 
greeted his customers, and they wondered 
at his change of attitude and came more 
often. Business continued to grow. Still 
the man felt that death could be almost 
daily expected, and while he went and came 
from his business, much as had been his 
daily habit, he was not forgetful that any 
moment might be the last. His finer nature 
became active again. His old friendships 
were renewed, new ones were formed. His 
own health unconsciously had greatly im- 
proved. He became aware of a new vigor 
of body and mind, business was going nicely 
again, and life had a strong prospect. 

Thinking over his experience, the man be- 
came aware that the most of the trouble 
was that he had forgotten matters of kind- 
ness and of neighborliness. In his getting 
ready for the next life, he naturally began 
to restore these little considerate attentions. 
In doing this, his difficulties were largely 
cleared away. 

a 


There is definite stress made further in 
the book of Proverbs, and elsewhere in the 
Old Testament, also, regarding these as- 
pects of character. By mercy and truth in- 
iquity may be atoned for (Prov. 16:6). 
Kindness and knowledge of God were more 
important than sacrifices and burnt offer- 
ings (Hos. 6:6). And there were early 
ideas of God that ascribed to him loving- 
kindness and truth. In the story of God re- 
vealing himself to Moses, Exodus 34: 6, this 
was the proclamation: “Jehovah, Jehovah, a 
God merciful and gracious, slow to anger, 
and abundant in lovingkindness and truth!” 

It will be a large service if Christian men 
and women will keep these great ideals vi- 
tally active in life. 

o 


“There are many kinds of love, as many 
kinds of light; 
And every kind of love makes a glory in 
the night. 
There is a love that stirs the heart, and love 
that gives it rest; 
But the love that leads life upward, is the 
noblest and’ the best.” 


oO 
Pour upon us, O Lord, the spirit of 
brotherly kindness and peace; so that, 
sprinkled with the dew of thy benediction, 
we may be made glad by thy glory and 
grace; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen.—A Chain of Prayer Across the Ages. 
ERNEST D. GILBERT. 
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A Home Mission Pageant 


‘THE home mission period is now on and 

folks will be hunting for pageants and 
exercises to arouse a new and deeper inter- 
est in the work of home missions. There is 
a pageant entitled, “Just Plain Peter,” 
which will prove very excellent for this pur- 
pose. The price per copy is twenty-five 
cents. Order of Emma S. Powers, Room 25, 
C. P. A. Building, Dayton, Ohio. It is easy 
to get young people interested in home mis- 
sions as well as foreign mission work 
through the use of pageants, and they ought 
to be encouraged to give such entertain- 
ments. 


The Call of the Little Ones 


HE following story, written by Caroline 
Heilman, and published by the Woman’s 
Missionary Society of the Evangelical 
Church, is a beautiful illustration of the 
good that can be accomplished in the work 
of our Missionary Cradle Roll Department: 


“Then you won’t let Earl belong to the 
‘Little Heralds,’ and keep this little mis- 
sion box, Mrs. Kinzle?” 


“No, Miss Swift, he won’t save his pen- 
nies anyhow. He wants to spend them for 
candy, besides he’s too young to understand 
about missions. There’s plenty of time for 
that when he grows older. Good after- 
noon,” and the door was closed not very 
gently and Miss Swift walked out into the 
chill, November air thinking to herself, 
“How can one be a Christian and not serve 
his neighbor? How can you serve your 
neighbor without knowing his need; and 
when is there a better opportunity to plant 
the real missionary spirit into the heart 
than in childhood? I hope Mrs. Kinzle will 
change her mind.” 

But she didn’t and instead of attending 
the “Mission Band” meetings, Earl played 
on the streets on Sunday afternoon. Later 
he spent his pennies for cigarettes. When, 
in his mother’s estimation he would have 
been old enough to get interested in mis- 
sions, he was far away from home. Ragged, 
filthy, half starved, a pauper, an outcast, 
he stole up to the door of a house one June 
evening intending to beg a morsel of food, 
when his attention was arrested by the 
scene within. 


The shades were up, and the window 
open, because it was a warm evening. Lit- 
tle three-year-old Margaret all ready for 
bed, had climbed on her mamma’s lap and 
requested a “good night” story. Her 
mamma had just begun the story of Sam- 
uel. The soft yellow curls, the dimpled 
cheeks, the deep blue eyes, -and the rapt at- 
tention of the child held him spellbound. 
He cowered behind the tall lilac bush. Now 
the story was done and as he bent close to 
the window he heard the child intermingled 
in conversation. 

“Mamma, did you pray for me like Sam- 
uel’s mamma did?” 

“Yes, dear.” 

“And will you give me back to God when 
I’m big like Samuel’s mamma did?” 

“Yes, dear, I gave you back already, 
that’s the reason you are a Little Herald.” 

“Yes, mamma, and the Little Heralds 


ought to pray for poor, bad people who 
don’t know about God.” 

“Yes, dear, it’s time now to say your 
good-night prayer.” 

The tears slowly trickled down the poor, 
bad man’s face as the dear little head was 
bowed and the soft voice repeated slowly, 
“Dear Jesus, take the naughties out of my 
heart and make me a good little girl. Bless 
papa and mamma and the poor heathen and 
all the poor, bad people who don’t know 
about God, Amen.” 

And from the lilac bush by the door an 
echo ascended to the throne of God and 
there was-joy in heaven, and once more 
the words were true, “And a little child 
shall lead them.” 





Stewardship, Promotion, and 


Social Service 


Warren H. Denison, D. D., Secretary 


Rev. 





Home Missions 

HIS is the Home Mission period of our 

church. It is the time for every pastor, 
church, Sunday-school, Christian Endeavor 
society, Forward Movement mission com- 
mittee to give the best efforts possible to 
make it a signal success. The most thor- 
ough preparation should be given for the 
offering for June 10. 


Pastors’ Summer Schools 


ONE of the very important activities of 

the Christian Church is the holding of 
summer schools at Defiance College, Palmer 
College, Union Christian College, Elon Col- 
lege, and at Craigville, Massachusetts, for 
our busy pastors. These last for ten days 
and are full of instruction, inspiration, spir- 
itual uplift, better methods, Bible study. 
No pastor can well afford to miss attending 
one, but it is also essential for the churches 
to excuse their pastors on that particular 
Sunday. Our churches have the opportun- 
ity to show the courteous and generous spir- 
it. Your pastor will be worth much more 
to you during the entire year. We hope you 
will gladly give him that Sunday off. We 
are sure you will not ask him to make it up. 


Life Recruits 


Our colleges are closing for the year 

1922-23. In each of our colleges there is 
a fine group of life recruits, ministers, mis- 
sionaries, religious education workers. Some 
of them are going on for further specialized 
training. They are going out to work this 
summer. Some will canvass, some will 
preach, some will start for the mission fields 
afar, others will undertake home mission 
work, and others will try to resurrect 
churches that have been closed for a long 
time. How fine it will be to help them by 
appreciation of their efforts, by paying them 
generous financial remuneration, by using 
them on our conference programs. We have 
a fine body of devoted, trained, Christian 
workers coming out of our colleges this 
month and it is splendid opportunity for 
our pastors, churches, and our members 
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everywhere to appreciate and encourage 
them. They are ready for work. 


Do It Now 


~OME of our churches and pastors have 

not yet sent in their Convention offering, 
nor their foreign mission offering. These 
are long past due and they should be sent 
in without delay. The work cannot go for- 
ward without the necessary funds to main- 
tain it. The other day a man sent in twelve 
dollars interest on his back payments on his 
Forward Movement pledge. He had not 
been able to pay them on time. So the de- 
layed offerings of the church might be 
Elumped because of the delay. 


Stand Still or Grow 


HE Burlington Convention said that our 

work should grow. It felt that a reason- 
able growth would be fifteen percent. It 
set that annual standard. It told our boards 
of every department to seek a fifteen per- 
cent increase of work each year. That can 
be done only as each church and member 
inicreases his work, contributions, prayer 
life, and earnest efforts to make the work 
enlarge. The work of the boards of the 
Christian Church depends in large measure 
upon the co-operation of the last church, 
pastor, member in helping carry out the 
Convention’s plans and program. Fifteen 
percent increase along all lines. Co-opera- 
tion will do it. 








A Twilight Meditation 
S I sat recently looking out of the car 
window of a departing train upon a 
great city, fast receding from sight, I was 


strangely moved. It was evening time, the 
day was done, and the sun was. about to 
kiss the verdant landscape “good-night.” 
The curtains of evening were soon to be 
drawn together that a tired world might 
go to rest. A strange beauty filled the sky 
and land. In the distance I saw a golden 
cross lifted high on a church tower, and 
as the setting sun bathed it with light, it 
shone with a luster akin to celestial glory. 
As I watched it fade out of sight I thought 
of what it symbolized. It spoke eloquently 
to me of him who left that heavenly coun- 
try and brought to earth a message of love, 
pardon, peace, hope, and service. He came 
to reveal the father heart of God and of 
how man might find his way back to God 
and enjoy the benefits of pardon, peace, and 
heirship. It spoke to me of Christ, not only 
as a personal Savior, but as the examplar 
of what I ovfght to be and do. 

In him we see the Father’s ideal of what 
we ought to be in character. Most of us 
have a long way to go yet to reach that 
goal, but we are in the process of making. 
Then as we go with him to Bethesda’s pool, 
the home of Jarius, and the tomb of Laza- 
rus, what a wonderful helper friend he be- 
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comes to comfort, to heal, and raise up. Our 
Father would have us, like him, going about 
doing good. 

Then that cross spoke in triumphant 
speech to me of Christ as the great revealer 
of life and immortality. Dark and gloomy, 
indeed, was the entrance to the tomb until 
he came. He it was who invaded that dark 
chamber, broke through the dividing wall. 
Light bursted through from the glory world 
and now floods it, so that to us it is the 
glorious gateway to our eternal home. In 
my heart I said, Shine on, Oh glorious 
cross, till all mankind can sing— 


“In the cross of Christ I glory, 
Towering o’er the wrecks of time. 

All the light of sacred story 
Gathers round its head sublime.” 


This department is functioning to the end 
that speedily mankind might come to know 
the blessed Christ as Savior, teacher, and 
their hope of immortality. 


: A Herd of Cattle 
SAW a big herd of cattle upon the green 
slopes of a little hill. For a moment I 
wondered who owned them, and then I 
heard a still small voice. speaking, “The 
cattle upon a thousand hills are mine.” 
“Yes,” I said, “’Tis so.” It was the great 
Creator who had formed them, given them 
life, and had caused the green grasss to 
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grow that they might have food. They in- 
deed were his. Then I wondered what the 
name of the man might be, whom God had 
called to help him care for them, and if 
that man recognized this partnership, or if 
he ignored this divine ownership. A rec- 
ognition of this divine partnership is ac- 
knowledged when the earthly partner turns 
over a tithe of the net income from that 
herd to the divine partner for the extension 
of the Kingdom at home and abroad. 


RECENT ACCESSIONS- 


(Star indicates ten percent inerease or 

more) 

Hixville, Rhode Island and Massa- 
chusetts Conference, Rev. Walter 
S. Thomas pastor 

*People’s Christian, Eastern Virginia 
Conference, Rev. R. C. Helfen- 
stein 

Pottersville, Rhode Island 
Massachusetts Conference, 

Frank H. Gardner 

Eaton Church, Miami Ohio Confer- 
ence, Rev. Hiley Baker 21 

Elmweod Church, Rhode Island and 
Massachusetts Conference, Rev. 
W. G. Sargent 

Toronto Church, Ontario Conference, 
Rev. Calvin J. Felton 

Argos Church, Northwestern 
diana Conference, Rev. L. E, DulL.16 

Walnut Hills, Miami Ohio Confer- 
ence, Rev. A. W. Hirby 


3 
*FKirst Church Dayton, Miami Ohio 
Cenference, Rev. W. H. Martin 65 
Newmarket, Ontario Conference, 
Rev. E. C. Hall 





Nehemiah, the Bold Builder 
THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL LESSON FOR JUNE 10, 1923* 
Neh. 4: 6-15 


BY HERMON ELDREDGE 


Member International Sunday-school Lesson Committee Representing the 
Christian Church 


Golden Text—Be not ye afraid of them: 
remember the Lord.—Neh. 4: 14. 


HOME DAILY READINGS 


Monday, June 4—Nehemiah’s Prayer. 
Neh, 1: 5-11. 
Tuesday, June 5—Nehemiah Before the 
King. Neh, 2: 1-8. 
Wednesday, June 6—A Man Who was 
not Afraid, Neh, 4: 6-15. 


Thursday, June 7—Nehemiah Rebuking 


Extortioners, Neh. 5: 6-13. 
a June Oe = Com- 
fort - 8: 9-12. 
ication: June suilliaiianaanes win Re- 
former. Neh. 13: 10-19, 
Sunday, June 10—God Our Refuge and 
Strength. Ps. 46: 1-7. 





A godly layman 


PHETS, priests, and preachers unaided 
cannot save the church or the world 
even though some seem to think that it is 
their sole business. God and Christian lay- 
men will have to be added to that sum total. 
It will be a great day for the world and 





*N.B.: These notes are written to illustrate rather 
than to explain the lessor text. Lesson 


partment as follows: For teachers, in The Journal of 
Christian Education; for adults, in the Bible Class 
Quarterly; for young people in the Young People’s 
qesetente: for children, in the Junior Quarterly and 
Little Teacher. These notes in The Herald 
be used in connection with these periodicals 

and not ag a substitute for them. 


the church and the Kingdom of God when 
Christians come to believe and practice the 
standard in which “every man shall build 
over against his own house” and that the 
pew shares the responsibility of the King- 
dom’s coming with the pulpit if it ever 
really is to come. 

The priest had gone ahead as a leader 
and Ezra had blazed the way; but then, as 
now, there was need of help if the church 
were to go forward and the walls of Zion 
were to be builded. 

Nehemiah, a godly layman, and_ an 
example for laymen of all times, sensed the 
need which drove him to prayer and to 
tears (Chap. I), and the answer to that 
prayer and to that confession was the favor 
of the king and of the “God of Heaven” 
who is always ready to fight for those who 
put their case in his hands and share with 
him the responsibility (Chap 2: 20). 

Vision and insight 


In the make-up of this godly layman there 
were two essential elements which must go 
with every successful venture for the ad- 
vancement of the Kingdom. First, vision, 
that one may see far enough. Second, 
insight, that one may not become visionary. 

Nehemiah had that vision which helped 
him to see more with his natural eyes shut 
than he could see with them open. In the 
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light of that vision he saw the walls of 
Jerusalem builded gloriously with its towers 
and turrets and gates in place before there 
had been a section laid or a stone in place. 


Nehemiah, like Paul, did’ not depend on 
such vision alone, but stepped out on the 
promises of God and was “not disobedient 
to the heavenly vision.” And herein lies a 
difference between men and minds and vis- 
sions. Many men see visions and think that 
they were meant only as beautiful things 
to look at and to tell about. But the Ne- 
hemiahs of the world accept visions as 
architect’s plans to be worked into tangible 
reality. 

Without such insight all who see visions 
and dream dreams .become useless, dreamy, 
visionary folk, who honor not God and 
neither do they serve their fellow-man. 

This vision of a new Jerusalem made 
sacrifice easy and victory certain. Nehe- 
miah was not satisfied with the mountain- 
peak vision, until on a mule’s back at night 
he pushed his way through the debris of the 
“gate of the valley” and the “dragon well” 
and the “gate of the fountain” and the 
“king’s pool,” and saw the things which were 
to be met before the dream would come true 
(Chap. 2: 12-16), and the sight of these 
piles of debris and heaps of distress only 
heartened his soul for the task which he 
and God and the people were to accomplish 
(Chap. 2: 18). 

God and folks 


Nehemiah trusted God and the people. 
Here again is a secret of his success or of 
that of anyone who is to do constructive 
work in the Kingdom of God. It is said of 
Jesus that he “grew in favor with God and 
man” and that the “common people heard 
him gladly.” God could easily have made 
things differently if he had so desired, but 
he has outlined the forward march of his 
conquering way on the ability of people 
keeping in step with him and in touch with 
folks. Many a godly layman has been made 
useless because he does not know how to 
keep in touch with his fellows. Nehemiah 
was a winner because he could keep in touch 
with both God and men. 


And he gave credit to God and he gave 
credit to me. He said, “The God of heaven, 
he will prosper us,” and he also said, “So 
built we the wall, for the people had a mind 
to work.” 


Every godly layman should read again 
the story of how Nehemiah trusted God and 
the people. I remember well that day when 
old Bishop Thoburn (who had spent fifty 
victorious years in India and the Far East 
for God) told me that he felt that the first 
few years in India were a stupendous fail- 
ure until that memorable day when Dr. 
Taylor (afterward Bishop Taylor, for they 
neither were bishops in those days) came 
for a visit and stayed with him a time, and 
when he left he said: “Thoburn, you will 
never succeed here unless you can trust 
folks.” The old bishop in telling it said 
that he had been too suspicious of the mo- 
tives of the people and had been trying to 
do it all in his own strength and in the 
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strength of God. But those words from 
Dr. Taylor woke him up and he began to 
believe in and trust folks and from that 
time he began to see results in India. And 
the old bishop, as he took me by the hand 
and said “Good-by” for the last time, gave 
me this as his parting words: “Dr. Taylor 
opened _my eyes to this great truth fifty 
years ago, and now I want it to live in you 
for fifty years more and on to others, If 
you want to help folks you must trust 
them.” 

And so this ancient layman and this 
modern bishop agree that through the years 
this truth stands, and we may well learn it 
for our good and for the sake of the King- 
dom. 

Work 

“From the rising of the morning until 
the stars appeared” they were at the task. 
They had no false trust in which there was 
an excuse for laziness. Do you remember 
that couplet which says: 


“Pray as if there were no one but God, 
Work as if there were no one but you.” 


Moody said, “Send for a doctor, but pray 
God for him and you.” It is the mistaken 
notion that “it all depends on God” which 
has made so many freak religions prosper 
for a time in many sections of our country. 
I have been where people refuse to study 
because they say that God has promised 


that all you had to do was to open your 


mouth and he would fill it. God never 
teaches men to be lazy in this or in any 
other way. Other freak religions will cause 
men to roll on the floor and go through all 
sorts of heathen contortions in the name of 
religion. But the religion of Jesus Christ 
is one that you have to work at, not only 
on some special occasions, but from the 
rising of the sun until the stars appear, 
and then may your sleep be sweet and rest- 
ful in him. 


Erie, Pennsylvania. 


Lessons From Everyday Objects 


THE CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR TOPIC FOR JUNE 10, 1923 
Prov. 24:20; 26:20; 27:17; Jer. 23:29 


BY REV. A. B. KENDALL, D. D. 
Trustee of the United Society of Christian Endeavor Representing the 


Christian 


Program Pointers 


Have different members give short talks on the 
following objects: Mariner’s Compass, Watch, 
Fiowers, Candles, Stones, Scales, Bell, Chain, Hand- 
cuffs, Bread, Corn, Locks and Keys, Salt, a Photo- 
graph Plate or Camera. Of course you will not be 
able to use all of these, but will choose the ones for 
which you can most easily obtain the objects needed. 
It is needless to say that it will be necessary to give 
these topics out one week in advance so that the 
members may be able to give them some thought. 


Thoughts on the Theme 


Vv. 24:20. There burns within the soul 
of every man, at times, when he ‘is 
young, spiritual hopes, aspirations, longings 
for the good, the beautiful,.and true. Sin 
dulls the flame of these bright lamps and 
they grow dimmer and dimmer, until by 
and by they go out and the soul is left in 
darkness. The candle sometimes burns out. 
Man through sin burns out the good that is 
in him and all the helpful influences of his 
life expire. 

A candle, to burn brightly, needs snuffing 
occasionally. Our spirits grow dark and 
need, through prayer and Bible study, to 
be brightened. 

A candle, to be of use, must be lighted. 
Our lives can never guide others in spiritual 
paths unless they be lighted by him who 
said, “I am the light of the world.” 

" Prov. 26:20. Some one does something 
wrong. Suppose no one except the wrong- 
doer and one other knew anything about it. 
If the one who knew never told any one else 
it would die right there, but if that one 
tells another and that other tells another 
and that one some one else, soon there is 
a great fire kindled. May we not reverse 
this idea and say, If some one has received 
a blessing or heard a new truth that has 
brought blessing to his soul and he just says 


Church 


nothing about it to anyone, how long do 
you think that the flame of blessing would 
last? Not very long; it would soon go out. 
We must heap-the wood on the flame by 
telling others and trying to help them to 
experience and enjoy the same blessing, and 
they must pass it on to others and soon a 
great warming, illuminating fire is burn- 
ing, not in one heart only, but in many 
hearts. 

Prov. 27: 17. I have a lawnmower called a 
self-sharpener, the knives being so adjusted 
that as they revolve they rub a piece of 
metal which is supposed to sharpen them. 
This is an illustration of “iron sharpening 
iron.” Or to take a more common illustra- 
tion, the filing of a saw. It is “iron 
sharpening iron.” As we rub against 
one another in the daily round of life our 
contact with others makes an impression 
upon them and they make an impression 
upon us. Is your life such that it sharpens 
as it touches? Does it tend to bring out the 
best that is in your friend or the worst? 
Does it uplift and ennoble, or does it drag 
down and debase? 

Jer. 23:29. It is a method very com- 
monly used for removing large rocks to 
vuild a fire on them. This causes the rock 
to break and split and you can then take 
a stone hammer and break it into pieces 
sufficiently small that they can be easily re- 
moved. The heat softens the rock and the 
hammer breaks it. So God’s Word with its 
convicting power softens the hard heart 
and breaks it in penitent grief, so that its 
hardness is all removed and the heart that 
was once hard and cruel becomes soft, 
gentle, tender. Use God’s Word if you wish 
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to make hard hearts tender and loving. 
There is no fire like its fire and no hammer 
like the hammer of the Word for doing this 
work, 

By Way of Illustration 


A hoe is used to cut weeds from about 
the growing corn, but it is also used to 
draw the rich soil about the corn that it 
may be nourished and fed. It is not enough 
to cut the weeds of sin from our lives; we 
must feed our lives with the Word of God. 

A telescope is a fine instrument with 
which to study the stars, but a very poor 
one with which to break rocks. A hammer 
is a fine tool with which to break rocks, but 
av poor one with which to study the 
stars. Each has its place. You have yours. 
Strive to find it. 

A heavy draught horse makes a poor 
roadster and a light racer makes a poor 
draught horse. It would be a very unwise 
venture to try to make a light roadster do 
the work of the draught horse and it would 
be a failure to attempt to make a fine 
roadster of a heavy draught horse. Some 
of us are intended for roadsters and some 
of us are intended for draught horses and 
much of the confusion and failure in the 
world is caused by trying to fill the wrong 

lace. 
¥ The telescope is a wonderful instrument. 
It causes distant objects to appear near. — It 
helps those using it to see things which 
others standing right by their side and not 
using the telescope cannot see at all. Faith 
is God’s spiritual telescope. Using it one 
can see the vale of Beulah and Delectable 
Mountains and the Hills of God. He ob- 
tains glimpses within the jasper walls that 
the unaided natural eye can never see or 
know. Read Heb. 11:1. If a telescope is 
to be of use you must focus it. Faith finds 
its true focus in Jesus, the Lamb of God. 


Outdoor Peace 
(For Reading or Recitation) 
Have fears and worries vexed you? 
Go out among the trees; 
Think: He who made all these, 
Will he not well protect you? 


Do thronging doubts molest you? 
Sit down there in the sun 
Where heaven’s joys o’errun, 

And think how God has blessed you. 


Does some one scorn or slight you? 
Stand forth among the hills, 
Forget your petty ills. 

Remember: God will right you. 


Do long, long sorrows grieve you? 
Look upward to the stars, 
And think: No anguish mars 

The home that will receive you. 
—Amos R. Wells, in Everyday Poems. 


e 
For Discussion 
What tools do you use? What lessons do they 
teach you? (Give td many.) 
What is your trade or profession? What lessons 
from it? (Give to several.) 
Name some lessons Jesus drew from everyday 


jects, 
What lesson, in the Bible, drawn from some com- 
mon object, impresses you most? Why? 


Notice: Please Read and Then Write 


Are you expecting to attend the Interna- 
tional Christian Endeavor Convention held 
in Des Moines, Iowa, July 4 to 9? If so, 
please write me at once. The Convention 
has reserved Saturday, July 7, from 9:15 
to 12:00 a. m. for the Denominational 
Rallies. And I would like to know the 
names of those on whom I can depend for 
help in this rally. It is also planned to 
have the denominations meet for luncheon 
together at the noon hour. I would like 
to know how many to plan for at that 
luncheon. 

Do not forget to write at once and let 
me know if you are going. 

1023 Garfield Ave., 

Springfield, Ohio. 
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Some New Books 


(Any book can be furnished by The Christian Publishing Association 
at publisher’s price). 


Captain Pluck. By Isla May Mullins. 
George H. Doran Company. $1.50. 


An interesting story for boys—one that 
will put pluck and encouragement into their 
lives, and which parents and friends can 
give them with a feeling of assurance that 
it is ali right. 


To Start the Day. By John Timothy Stone. 
Fleming H. Revell Company. $1.50. 


A collection of inspirational verses and 
scripture passages for each day of the year. 
They are carefully selected for devotion and 
meditation by John Timothy Stone, one of 
the great preachers of Chicago, and are 
worthy of bearing this noted name. 


The Armor of Youth. By Walter Russell 
Bowie. Fleming H. Revell Company. 
$1.25. 


Here are forty-five talks to children, 
covering a wide range of subjects and 
hitting straight and fair at the truths which 
they need to know. Dr. Bowie has a unique 
ability of presenting children’s themes. This 
makes another good book for those who are 
working with children, either as teacher or 
pastor. 


Inspiration. By Nolan Rice Best. 
H. Revell Company. $1.25. 


We are sorry that this new book, “In- 
spiration,” by Dr. Nolan Rice Best, had not 
reached our hands when, in our issue of 
May 17, we mentioned the books that will 
prove particularly helpful in this day of 
readjusting faith. The chapters of this 
volume in most part appeared recently as 
leader editorials in The Continent, the great 
Presbyterian paper of which Dr. Best is 
editor. It is one of the sanest and most 
balanced discussions of the subject of in- 
spiration of the Bible, for the average 
church member tq read, which we have yet 
seen. It avoids both extremes. It points 
out those things in the Bible which make 
the theory of verbal inspiration untenetable 
and at the same time it shows the fallacy of 
looking upon the Bible as being no more 
than any other good book. Biblical scholars 
will not need this volume, but there are 
literally thousands within the Church today 
who do need it as a rudder to guide them 
in these times of pronounced controversy 
on this particular theme. e 
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Henry Martyn, Confessor of the Faith. By 
Constance E. Padwick. George H. Doran 
Company. $1.50. 


This is the first volume in “The Modern 
Series of Missionary Biographies,” pub- 
lished by the Student Christian Movement 
of Great Britain and Ireland and the 
United Society for Missionary Study. And 
if this is a fair sample of what the series 
is to be, it will certainly prove one of the 
finest collections of missionary inspiration 
and material which has ever come from the 
press. Of course this volume has an un- 
usually fine theme. The whole life story 
of Henry Martyn is atingle with inspira- 
tion and power. And that story is told 
here in a manner that will grip the reader 
and carry him to its finish with unabated 
interest. The book not only makes Henry 
Martyn a living personality but interweaves 
a very illuminating picture of the religious 
and missionary situation of his day and 
the conditions in the great land for which 
he gave his life. The length of the book 
and the extent to which it has gone into 





detail will keep it from getting as large a 
reading as a briefer volume would have 
done. But it is an’ unusually fine book and 
ought to be placed in Sunday-school and 
religious libraries everywhere and given a 
large circulation by missionary and young 
people’s societies. 


The Quest of Happiness, A Study of Vic- 
tory Over Life’s Troubles. By Newell 
Dwight Hillis. The Macmillan Company. 
$2.00, 


The name of Newell Dwight Hillis'is a 
guarantee of fine thought clothed in the 
most polished and beautiful language. One 
never ceases to marvel at the endless pro- 
cession of illustrations from historical and 
literary lore that marches through his 
pages. There is no other writer or speaker 
in America today who can quite equal him 
in this respect. In this volume of over five 
hundred pages he maintains this enviable 
reputation for beauty of expression and re- 
markable wealth of illustration. It deals 
with the subject of victory over life’s 
troubles and will come very near to that in- 
numerable group of hearts and homes 
which are called upon to pass through dis- 
tressing situations. To all such we com- 
mend it as a tonic of hope and encourage- 
ment. Chapter by chapter the author dis- 
cusses the manner in which trouble and 
suffering and lack of talent and hardship 
can be transmuted into instruments of 


cieinaieaindiatmminiameaatiananiats 
By Example 


As regards our attitude towards so- 
cial problems, I. do not wish to 
preach what I do not practice. But 1] 
am sure that any man who lives in 
voluntary poverty does more to recom- 
mend Christianity on this side than 
twenty comfortably-endowed rhetori- 
cians who wax eloquent about the in- 
iquities of the rich and the rights of 
the poor. And I do think that we 
ought all to make it a principle to live 
the simple life; I mean, to live more 
simply than we are obliged to live. 
The example is badly needed, and we 
shall do a real service to our country 
by helping to show it. We have to 
make our protest against all luxury, 
all idleness, all slackness in produc- 
tion, all dishonesty, all useless work. 
—Dean W. R. Inge. 





victory and pleasure; the enemies of happi- 
ness; the helps to happiness; and social as 
well as individual happiness. Many of the 
chapters are based upon beautiful stories 
which alone would make the book worth 
while in any library. It is an exceptionally 
fine treatment of this theme for the average 
reader. 


When God and Man Meet. By William J. 
Young. George H. Doran Company. 
$1.50. 


One of the encouraging signs of today is 
the fact that there is coming a renaissance 
of interest and concern for the service of 
worship at the church hour itself. For some 
years so much interest has been diverted to 
the Sunday-school, the brotherhoods, and 
other organized activities of the church 
that the real church service has had all too 
little said about it. Proper emphasis has 
not been laid upon the hour of worship. So 
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we welcome the tendency to give more 
thought to worship itself, and the proper 
mediums for its expression. This volume 
ought greatly to stimulate this interest and 
guide in the development of the worshipful 
spirit. Dr. Young himself is widely known 
because of his great gift in leading devo- 
tional periods at religious gatherings. And 
in this book he sets forth the spirit and 
attitude of worship, as well as points out 
many of the things which may hinder or 
help the soul to communion with God. We 
hope that it may induce many of our 
pastors to give a great deal more serious 
attention to the devotional spirit in the 
hours of sanctuary worship. 


New Testament Greek for Beginners. By 
J. Gresham Machen. The Macmillan 
Company. $2.20. 


As the assistant professor of New Testa- 
ment Literature and Exegesis in Princeton 
Theological Seminary, and with fifteen 
years’ experience in teaching New Testa- 
ment Greek, Dr. Machen has had ample 
opportunity to learn just what instruction 
beginners in New Testament Greek need; 
and in this volume he undertakes to furnish 
that instruction. The particular purpose 
of the book is to make it possible for those 
unacquainted with the Greek language to 
acquire the ability to read the Greek of the 
New Testament. For this reason it ought 
to prove a study book of great attractive- 
ness to those preachers and Bible students 
who have not had the advantage of 
thorough college training along this line. 
The directions are clear and the instruc- 
tions complete, and it will be a valuable 
aid to those needing such help. 


The Song at Sunrise. 
Owen. 
$1.25. 


These sermons by the pastor of the First 
Baptist Church, of Macon, Georgia, are 
alive with the beautiful spirit of faith and 
poetical fervor of the Southland. They 
make delightful reading and furnish many 
illustrations and suggestive material that 
will be of use to other pastors and teachers. 


By Harmon A. 
Fleming H. Revell Company. 


By William Russell 
Fleming H. Revell Company. 


The Fishermen of Galilee. 
Baldwin. 
$1.25, 


Here are given twenty-four brief studies 
in the experiences of the Apostle Peter, 
the suggestive texts of which are found in 
the first chapter of his first letter. They 
are written with the devotional element 
especially in mind, and treat of such themes 
as Salvation by Faith, the Mysteries of Re- 
demption, Called Unto Holiness, Precious 
Blood, the New Birth, etc. The author has 
a fine sense of the spiritual values and 
makes a real contribution to that type of 
spiritual literature which many in the 
Church find particularly helpful. 


America and the World Liquor Problem. 
By Ernest Hurst Cherrington. The 
American Issue Press. 


Directly in line with our editorial con- 
tention last week that the liquor problem 


has now become an international question ° 


is this little volume by Ernest H. Cherring- 
ton, so well known as one of the positive 
forces behind the production of much of the 
dynamic anti-saloon literature which has 
been going out in such a steady stream 
from Westerville, Ohio, for many years. In 
this little book Mr. Cherrington puts plainly 
and convincingly the world phases of the 
liquor problem which make almost im- 
possible the perfect enforcement of prohibi- 
tion in America until the whole ques- 
tion is handled from the _ international 
standpoint. He points out how the liquor 
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traffic is organized on a world scale and 
must be met by a world-wide effort for its 
destruction. It is a study of the problem 
that will prove wonderfully illuminating to 
those who have been thinking only in the 
ternis of nationalism and we hope that its 
circulation will be encouraged by the 
friends of prohibition everywhere. 


The United Brethren Endeavorer. By 
Otterbein T. Deever, D. D. The Otter- 
beiw Press. 


Dr. O. T. Deever is the general secretary 
of young people’s work in the United 
Brethren Church and a man of especially 
fine Christian character and broad sympa- 
thies which peculiarly fit him for h’‘s task. 
In this volume of over two hundred pages 
he has brought together a great fund of 
material, replete with directions and sug- 
gestions for the promotion of young people’s 
societies. Every phase of the work is 
touched upon. And while the particular 
purpose of the book is to guide the Chris- 
tian Endeavor forces of the United 
Brethren and link their societies up with 
the historical and general denominational 
movements, yet a great part of the book 
will prove of very real value to Christian 


Endeavor workers of any denomination. 
For its pages are crowded with material 
for the various committees, and will prove 
suggestive and helpful to any one interested 
in young people’s work, either senior or 
junior. 


The Faith That Overcomes the World— 
Studies in Spiritual Psychology. By. Van 
Rensselaer Gibson. The Macmillan Com- 
pany. $1.00. 


The term “spiritual psychology” will be 
quite new and novel to many, but we believe 
that it may well come to differentiate a 
particular type of psychology in which the 
spiritual powers and verities are given 
much more attention and significance than 
is done in common psychology. In this 
volume the subject of overcoming—fear, 
ignorance, sin, and sickness—is stressed 
from the standpoint of the Episcopal Pro- 
gressive Thought Movement by a minister 
of that church. It will be of particular in- 
terest to many pastors who are coming to 
feel that more attention should be given by 
the church to healing and to definite in- 
structions in the use of the spiritual powers 
in the mastery of the various personal 
problems of life. 


Communications 


Papini’s Life of Christ 


Much attention is being given this book 
today. Its sale has been very remarkable 
—the sixth edition is now probably selling 
over the counter. Reviewers have spoken 
in highest terms of the work; many enthu- 
siasts actually claiming it to be among the 
greatest ever written on this important sub- 
ject. 

It is well to suggest, however, that there 
is much that is disappointing in it. It is 
not free from “embellishment and cere- 
mony”—far-from it. With all respect for 
the author’s loyalty to the dogmas of the 
Roman Catholic Church (see Intro. p. 12) 
the treatment of the subject matter is, io 
put it lightly, vapid. There is little that 
has evidence of freshness, and less that sug- 
gests originality. There is a distinct piety 
in the book throughout; this would be is 
real merit were it not so strained and un- 
real. The writer’s apparent lack of a vig- 
orous grasp of his subject-is painfully felt 
in such passages as follows: the Sermon on 
the Mount, the Lord’s Prayer, and the Prod- 
igal Son. The description of the Triumphal 
Entry is particularly soft. 

There are favorable things to say of the 
book of course. The fine flow of language 
and the readable style makes one feel in- 
debted both to the author and the transla- 
tor. That the writer was once a nihilist, 
and an agnostic of no common type, also 
that he is “the foremost man of letters in 
Italy,” and now a devout follower of Christ 
are facts touchingly interesting. It is won- 
derfully significant that such a one, after 
an intense study of history and of the gos- 
pels, comes to such a sweeping conviction 
of the world-need for Christ, and of Christ’s 
adequacy for the world. The author’s ac- 
count of his writing of the book, accom- 
panied with a gradual transformation of 
his. religious point of view, certainly makes 
for a large witness to the contest of the 
Christian gospel. 

But it is a matter for regret that with this 
there is such a marked reversion. For there 
is so much that we need today that medie- 
valism does not offer. Papini’s Life of 
Christ is a strong attestation of this. For 
one turns to the book and then from it with 
such an unhoped for change of emotion— 


which might be likened much to a thirsty 

soul, which handed what he hopes to be a 

fresh draught of pure water, finds it stale. 
ERNEST D. GILBERT. 


Conneaut, Ohio. 


The Stepmother, Too 


The following poem, “To Stepmothers,” 
clipped from the Columbus Dispatch, struck 
my fancy: 


This is the day when all honor and glory 
Go to the wonderful mothers of men. 

But, mother dear, it’s a different story 
Summons my myse and captures my pen. 

Here’s to the mother 

Succeeding another, 
Bringing love's 

again. 


light to the household 


I can imagine the toil and the trouble 
Of the poor mother who fosters the flock, 
Born to another. In hades there bubble 
Pools for the one such a lover would mock. 
Here’s to that mother 
Who learns how to smother 
Resentment tow’rd many deserving a rock. 


There is a sower who sows on the stones; 
There is a sower of seed among tares; 
But in my ears sound the lonesomest moans: 
Stepmother’s grieving when nobody cares. 
Here’s to that mother 
Of sister and brother 
Who reaps of the love that she sowed un- 
awares. 


I've heard the knockers resounding and 
pounding 
The name of the vice-mother all the world 
round, 


But, if the facts in the case were abounding. 
They are the folks whom the rumor should 
hound. 
Hail to the mother 
And all that should love her,— 
Never too much to her fame shall redound. 


I have known children were hard for uprais- 


ng, 
Of whom I was one, beyond question or 
fears. 
Richly deserved all my paddles, for crazing 
The Mother-for-Mother, the Smile-after- 
Tears. 
So God love the mother, 
(I never knew other) 
Whose deeds are writ gold in tha Book of 
Years. 


After all, in our gushing over mother 
once a year, we are prone to forget these 


_mother-hearts who must pour out their 


affection on other women’s children. Don’t 
misunderstand me. I know that Mothers’ 
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Day has a wonderful purpose at bottom. 
But after we institutionalize the holiest 
love on earth, we begin to commercialize it 
—just as we have Christmas. Won’t we 
ever get over being a greedy bunch? 
MAY M. STRICKLAND. 
Columbus, Ohio. 


From Our Yale Group 


The visit of Rev. W. G. Sargent on May 
16 was a source of great help, encourage- 
ment, and inspiration to the Christian 
Church men at Yale. It linked us up in a 
very real way to the whole enterprise of the 
Christian Church. As he had traveled con- 
siderable recently among our people, he 
seemed to represent the spirit of the whole 
church. In answer to our request that he 
give us a talk on the future of the Church, 
he spoke in a very optimistic manner of the 
signs of the times, not failing to recognize 
the weaknesses of our church, which we 
must overcome if we are to give the mes- 
sage to the world that it is our duty as 
members of the Christian Church to deliver. 

We hope that more of our leading men, 
when passing this way, may visit us, and 
that soon it will become a habit. We also 
hope that in a- very few years there will 
be more than twice as many to visit. Al- 
though E. H. Rainey, W. M. Hook, and H. 
S. Smith, are leaving our group of students 
this year, we rejoice to hear that our ranks 
here are soon to be swelled by new recruits 
from our churches. 

It is a source of satisfaction to the rest 
of our men at Yale that, despite the tempt- 
ing offers to go elsewhere that have been 
offered to H. S. Smith, he has stood loyally 
by our own work, and is to help develop our 
program of Religious Education. 

LLWELLYN C. FLETCHER. 

Yale University. 


Will Protestanism be Overthrown 


This is the somewhat catchy title of a 
very interesting and quite illuminating book 
just off the press from the pen of Rev. 
Henry Wallace Dowding. It is well worth 
reading, even though one may not be able 
to accept all its conclusions. It is written 
in a fearless style, and deals with the ques- 
tion of ‘the relation of Catholicism to 
Protestantism, and the problems that con- 
front Protestantism, in a different manner 
than we are accustomed to hear. For this 
reason the book has the mark of originality, 
which is always a strong recommendation 
for any book. 

The author cherishes undue alarm be- 
cause of the contention between the Funda- 
mentalists and the modern thinkers, for the 
Fundamentalists can never disrupt Protes- 
tantism, nor can the wildest speculation of 
the Liberalists. Protestantism does not 
rest its case upon any form of church 
polity, nor upon any system of doctrine, 
neither does it rest its case upon interpreta- 
tions; but upon experience—the experienc- 
ing of God in human life. 

The book is a real challenge for Christian 
unity. All who are interested in Christian 
unity will want to read it. You may not 
agree with the author in all points, but the 
book will make you think. Any book that 
does that is well worth reading. Burke and 
Gregory, of Norfolk, Va., are the publishers 
and it may be purchased from The Chris- 
tian Publishing Association, Dayton, Ohio. 

* R. C. HELFENSTEIN. 

Dover, Delaware. 


The Men’s Class in Action 


This is the title of a book by F. Harvey 
Morse, concerning which Prof. L. A. Weigle 
says, “I do.not know of any hook in this 
field that has more punch and good judg- 
ment, and that gives better evidence of a 
hgh degree of practical experience.” The 
headings of the chapters will give you seme 
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idea of the scope of the book: Organizing 
to Serve; Equipment; The Class Teacher; 
The Teacher and the Class; Building the 
Study Course; Executive Leadership in the 
Class; The Class’s Spiritual Service; Bring- 
ing the Men in and Holding Them; Class 
Finances; are some of the headings. Under 
Organizing to Serve, some of the _ sub- 
divisions are—Young Men, Appealing to 
Men Through Organization, Characteristics 
of Organization, The Value of Class Or- 
ganization, Form of Organization, How to 
Organize; Under the Teacher and the Class 
—The Lesson Plan; Methods of Teaching; 
Lecture Method; The Topical Method; 
Question and Answer Method; Use of 
Anecdotes. At the close of each chapter is 
a bibliography, some of which is fine and 
will be found helpful in selecting books. 

The beok is instructive, suggestive, and 
inspiring and will be a real help to both 
officers and members of men classes. It is 
a Doran book and can be obtained through 
The Christian Publishing Association, Day- 
ton, Ohio, for $1.50 net. 

S. Q. HELFENSTEIN. 


Postscripts 


The Herald is an inspiring leader in the 
best religious thought of the day—worthy 


THE HERALD OF GOSPEL LIBERTY 


of the ideals of the church it represents. 
J. U. NEWMAN. 
Elon College, N. C. 


I want to thank you for that splendid 
common-sense editorial of May 10, “The 
Lesson From Russia for America.” You 
certainly have caught the concept of our 
beloved brotherhood. 

TuHos. C. HOUSE. 

Advance, Indiana. 


The nearest approach to the present 
excellence of The Herald of Gospel Liberty 
was when George D. Black was editor. I 
open the paper every week with a sense of 
real pleasure and am never disappointed, 
and I say to you as I lay the paper aside, 


Thank you. 
Wm. J. REYNOLDS. 
Norwich, Connecticut. 


I think the change of heading used for 
the departments in The Herald a _ very 
great improvement and that The Herald is 
getting better in its approach to our people. 
I enjoy it very much and view it with 
increasing pride. 


Norfolk, Va. 


EDWIN B. FLory. 


When Teddy Missed His Maybasket 


A Story 


BY REV. FRANK H. GARDNER 
(Copynght Reserved) 


had not received his usual Maybasket. 

For years and years, at least as long 
as he could remember, every year his 
mother had hung him a nice Maybasket 
and that had been the very first day of 
May. Of course if that day happened to 
be Sunday, the basket was more than likely 
to come on Monday. 

When Teddy did not get his basket this 
particular year on the first day he thought 
that it was because his mother had been so 
busy with the May breakfast which the 
church people had served to the residents of 
Pine Tree Forest. 

Then came the second, and the fifth, and 
the tenth, and there was no basket. But 
right here let me say that Teddy knew 
where the basket was because he had seen 
it. He had a great habit of letting his 
curiosity get the better of him, and when 
he was alone he would “snoop” around to 
see what he could find. At school if he 
happened to get there before the other 
scholars, he would look through their desks 
and read any papers that he wanted. 


When he went to play with the other 
children he would, on being left alone, look 
through the drawers of their bookcases or 
chests and examine things that he really 
had no right to look at.. 

When at home if he thought that there 
was anything new in his papa’s desk, he 
would rummage all through his papers and 
even through the pigeonholes under the 
little drawers. A 

One day when his mama was over to the 
church getting ready for the big breakfast 
they were going to serve to the wood peo- 


[: was the thirty-first of May and Teddy 


ple, Teddy went up to the attic and way 
back under the linter* he found the May- 
basket all covered up. 

Very carefully he unfolded the paper and 
peeked in. There was such a lot of good 
things and such a big basket that Teddy 
said to himself that he just wished that 
was the first day of May. 

The fifteenth of May came and even the 
twentieth and Teddy was wondering if his 
mamma had forgotten all about it and once 
he almost spoke right out and then he hap- 
pened to think that if he said anything it 
would be telling on his own actions. 

Memorial Day came and yet there was no 
sign that Mamma had thought about the 
ee 


Evidence 
(THESE lilacs by my door 
With every spring 
Against my moods of doubt 
Brave beauty fling— 


Dark moods by winter left, 
By winds and rain, 
Old questionings that find 

Old answers vain. 


The lilacs come with truth 
Beside my door, 
And seeing them my heart’s 
At peace once more. 
—Arthur Wallace Peach, in 
The Christian Herald. 


basket. Oh yes, Teddy had had several lit- 
tle ones from the wood people and he had 
had great times chasing them and he had 
hung one to Sally Beaver and Ray Coon’s 
little sister and Betty Fox, and several 


*Linter—An old-fashioned local name for - 


under the eaves in the attic. 
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others so that he had enjoyed a pretty good 
time after all with Maybaskets, even if 
Mamma did forget all agout the one she had 
made for him. 

The last day of May Teddy rushed home 
from school with the intentions of playing 
a game of.ball as soon as he had changed 
his clothes. 

There on the kitchen table sat one of the 
biggest Maybaskets he had ever seen (the 
very same one that he had found under the 
linter in the attic). 

What a sight that was! Popcorn balls 
and homemade candy, oranges and banan- 
as, and as much as four quarts of peanuts, 
and cocoanut cakes and four or five cocoa- 
nuts, to say nothing of other sweets! 

For a moment Teddy was confused and 
then commenced to stammer, “Was you go- 
ing to hang it for—What you going—Who’s 
that—It it—What, what—Who, who—Are 
you going—Me, me”—And then he stopped 
altogether. 

Mamma Bear answered very carefully 
and soberly, “Why, don’t you think it is 
pretty? I thought you and I would hang 
it for Dottie.Coon right after we have our 
supper. It will be moonlight -so we can 
readily see to get through the woods all 
right. 

“I did not make it for Dottie, but you 
see it is a little soiled and so I am not go- 
ing to hang it for the one for whom I 
made it.” 

Then Mamma Bear showed to Teddy the 
soiled places. 

A few weeks before Teddy, in handling 
some old boards, had scratched his two 
thumbs with old nails so that they had left 
some little scars that had not been entirely 
erased. When he crawled under the linter 
that day his fingers collected the dust which 
had settled on the floor and when he un- 
wrapped the basket, sure enough he left 
quite distinctly the impress of the two 
thumbs with their scars. 

When Teddy looked at the imprint on the 
wrapping paper he simply could not say 
a word. After supper he put on his coat 
and hat, and in a very downcast mood, 
trudged behind his mamma over to Dottie 
Coon’s. 

Dottie found them quite quickly and in- 
vited them in to sample the basket. She 
gave Teddy something of each kind there 
was in the basket and he tried to appear 
before her that he was having a good time; 
but down deep in his heart he knew that 
Dottie was giving him what really should 
have been his. He had but little to say 
while they were walking home and Mamma 
Bear was careful not to allude to the 
“snooping” in any way. 

Teddy went right off to bed as soon as he 
got home and when his Mamma came to 
hear his good-night prayer and tuck him in 
bed, he put both arms around her neck and 
burst out crying as he told her, “Oh, Mam- 
ma Bear, I’m never, never going to snoop 
anywhere, anyhow again.” 

Pottersville, Mass. 
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The Children 


The Queen of Grandmas 
I think my grandma is a queen; 
Her throne, a rocking-chair; 
A little, ruffied crown of white 
She wears upon her hair. 


And I her loyal subject am, 
Her wishes I obey; 

A morning kiss, a kiss for night, 
As proud tribute I pay. 


I think her es are made 
Of rosy-colored glass, 

She looks through them at every one 
So kindly as they pass. 


Her two small feet upon a stool 
And [| together sit; 

I’m glad it is no smaller, for 
We just exactly fit. 


She tells me lovely stories then 
Of what the fairies know, 
And all about strange continen 


Where giants grow and grow. 
And when I stoop and kiss her hand 
es poe ed, small, ane white, 
e says if she’s my grandma 
Then I’m her gallant a 
—Annie B. Payne. 


Two Dinners 
UCY and Harry were on their. way to 
grandmother’s to help celebrate her 
birthday, and also to help dispose of a good 
dinner. When the slow, white horse had 
brought them to the door they were both 


‘hungry. 


How good the chicken smelled; and how 
delicious the gravy, the mashed potatoes, 
the pudding, the cake, and the pie looked! 

“Oh, I’m so happy!” cried Lucy, clapping 
her little hands. “I hope everybody in the 
world will have a good dinner today.” 

There were so many uncles and aunts and 
cousins to be helped first that the children 
could hardly wait for their turn to come. 

How delicious chicken and mashed pota- 
tees and gravy do taste when one is hun- 
gry! Lucy had taken just one taste when 
the kitty came into the room, asking in cat 
fashion for some of the good things. It 
was a long time since breakfast, and she 
wanted a share in the feast. But grand- 
mother didn’t approve of cats at her dinner- 
table. They must wait till dinner was over, 
and it would be a long time before that din- 
ner was over. 

“Put kitty right out, Lucy, and don’t give 
her a bite. She must learn not to come 
around when we are eating.” 

“Grandmother,” Lucy said, “may I take 
my plate out and give it to kitty?” 

“Don’t you like it, Lucy? Ain’t you hun- 
gry; child?” asked, grandmother. 

“Yes, I’m hungry, and I like it. But I 
want the kitty to be eating a good dinner, 
too, at the same time we are.” 

Grandmother understood. Grandmothers 


“Yes,” she said, “you may take your plate 
te kitty. We'll let her have dinner while we 
have ours.” 

So Lucy took out the plate. When she 
came back she found a well-filled plate wait- 
ing for her. 


“I want you to have a good dinner as well 
as kitty,” said grandmother—Christian 
Standard. 

The One-Talent Girl 
] WISH I had a million dollars,” sighed 

Marian. 

Her father glanced from his paper to the 
sweet, flushed face. He laid down his paper. 
“What would you do if you had a million 
dollars?” 

“I’ve been reading about philanthropists 
and the good they do. I would build an 
orphans’ home and educate poor children,” 
she answered. 

“Marian, have you ever read the parable 
of the ten talents?” 

“Why, yes, father.” 

“Who did. the most good?” 

“The one with the most talents, of course. 
He had something to do with,” answered 
Marian. 

“What did the man with one talent do?” 

“Hid it.” 

“That is true today. The men with mon- 
ey are doing much good, and the men with 
one talent look on, envy, and let their own 
talent rust,” her father earnestly said. 

Marian was sixteen, and an earnest, 
thoughtful girl. “You mean”—she began, 
and then hesitated. 

“Just what I said, Marian... You are 
wishing for a million dollars. If you had it, 
you would educate the poor. Last night 
Mrs. Brewster brought your mother’s dress 
home. You were in the parlor, at the piano. 
Little Mamie ran to the door and eagerly 
drank in every note. The mother sighed 
and wished she could afford to give the 
child lessons. You have been studying mu- 
sic under good teachers for six years. Are 
you hiding your talent, Marian?” 

“TI have been, papa, but I am going to dig 
it up this very day,” she answered. She 
patted him tenderly on the head and left 
the room. 

Mrs. Brewster was at the sewing machine, 
and Mamie sat before a table. She had an 
open book before her, and was moving her 
hands as if at a piano. There was a low 
knock at the door, and Mrs. Brewster looked 
around. “Come in, Miss Marian. Mamie, 
give Miss Marian that chair. She has been 


. playing that table is a piano ever since she 


heard you play last night.” 

“Does she love music?” 

“Oh, yes. She can play a little by ear, 
and doesn’t know anything about miusic,” 
the mother answered. And then Marian 
heard a little sigh. 

“Will you let me give her lessons?” asked 
Marian. 

“I'd like to, Miss Marian, but I can’t spare 
the money.” 

“Oh, I don’t mean that way. I want to 
give her lessons without any money,” cried 
Marian. “I’ve studied music for six years, 
and I think I can teach her.” 

Tears came to the widow's eyes. “You 
don’t know what that means to us, Miss 
Marian. I want Mamie to have every ad- 
vantage, and -God will bless you. I can’t 


thank you enough. Mamie, do you hear? 
Miss Marian is going to give you lessons.” 

Marian slipped out as quickly as possible. 
Thanks always embarrassed her. There were 
to be sacrifices, she soon found. She must 
miss walks with her girl friends. Some- 
times she didn’t feel well; but she per- 
severed, and little Mamie learned fast. 

Marian’s girl friends were surprised when 
she began teaching Mamie. They knew her 
father’s income did not require her aid. 

Finally Stella Lawton, Marian’s closest 
girl friend, found out the secret from the 
little dressmaker. She told the other girls. 
“And Marian never said a word about its 
being free.” 

When they spoke to Marian about it, she 
quietly told of the talk she had had with 
her father. 

“I’ve been wondering what I could do. I 
don’t even know what my one talent is,” 
sighed Stella. 

“There is your elocution training, Stella. 
Granny Wilson will be so glad if you would 
read to her. Your articulation is so clear 
that she could understand you well. You 
see, since father opened my eyes I have seen 
opportunities I didn’t see before,” Marian 
answered. 

“What can I do?” questioned Bessie Mor- 
ris. 

Marian thought for a minute. “When I 
had pneumonia last winter mother said she 
would feel safe when she left you with me. 
You could help nurse the little child at Mrs. 
Baker’s.” 

Bessie’s clear laugh rang out. “I’ve been 
thinking, too. I sat up there last night,” 
she answered. 

Marian’s father came in the gate and 
straight across the lawn to the girls. “What 
are you magpies chattering about?” he 
asked. 

They told him. 

“I haven’t decided yet, Mr. Barr. What 
can I do?” asked Grace Russell. 

“If I had your voice I could find what to 
do. The children at the Orphans’ Home 
need just such a voice to lead and train 
them.” 

“T’l] do it,” said Grace—2Exchange. 


Helen Keller Helped Him 

GARDAR is a very bright ten-year-old Mo- 

hammedan boy who does not like to go 
to school. It isn’t any wonder. The school- 
house stands in the middle of a dusty lot 
where there is no shade. It is hot and 
dirty. They all sit on the floor, studying out 
loud. The teachers are not always kind. 
Sometimes they are cross and surly. Big 
boys are overbearing and rude to little boys. 
So altogether one is not surprised that Sar- 
dar does not like school. 

One day a missionary gave him a little 
story of the life of Helen Keller. Next day 
she called at the house and missed the little 
fellow and inquired where he was. His sis- 
ter replied: “O, he has started to school! 
He read that story of the blind, deaf, and 
dumb girl and said, ‘I have all my senses 
and am doing nothing,’ and went on to 
school at once.”—Sunshine. 
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From the Field 


NEW ENGLAND LETTER 
MAINE CONFERENCE 


Bangor, May 28—The First Christian 
Church was favored Sunday morning, April 
22, with the privilege of listening to Broth- 
er H. H. Marr, pastor of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church of Caribou, Maine. The 
Maine Conference of the Methodist Epis- 
copal Church was in session in the city and 
the speaker was furnished through’ the 
courtesy of the local entertaining commit- 
tee. The following Sunday morning a Near 
East drive was held in the city and the 
speaker furnished the Christian Church was 
Professor John Constantine, a Greek, na- 
tive of Troy, in Asia Minor, who had taught 
for twenty years in the University of Smyr- 
na and who witnessed the burning of that 
city. May 13 the church was again fav- 
ored, as Brother McD. Howsare, Executive 
Secretary of Evangelism and Life Service, 
and Brother W. P. Minton, Secretary of 
oe Missions of the Christian Church; 
who have been holding a series of insti- 
tutes throughout the conference, were with 
us morning, afternoon, and evening, and 
also spoke most interestingly at the Young 
People’s society meeting and the church 
school session. It is hoped that not only 
the local church but the entire conference 
will be aroused to new and enthusiastic 
effort in behalf of the Kingdom as a result 
of this visitation. The annual roll call and 
fellowship meeting of the First Christian 
Church of Bangor was held Wednesday eve- 
ning, May 16. A fine supper was served by 
the ladies of the church to the members and 
friends. The pastor read a report that 
showed a healthy growth all along the line. 
Every department reported nearly all bills 
paid and a balance on hand. The Ladies’ 
Aid society, reported by Sister Etta M. 
Hurlburt, reported that this noble band of 
women has paid one hundred and eighty dol- 
lars into the church treasury the past year. 
A new Forward Movement committee was 
elected, consisting of Brothers Stanley G. 
Williams, Franklin W. Hobbs, and Arthur 
W. Kendall, and Sisters Bertha Kendall 
and Nellie Bartlett. This committee met 
Tuesday evening, May 22, and launched a 
campaign to set every member of the church 
at an assigned task. 

Eastport—The Ladies’ Auxiliary of the 
North Christian Church is heroically work- 
ing to cancel the indebtedness of the church 
and has almost succeeded. This church is 
still without a pastor, but is functioning. 
The church school is keeping up well. An 
Easter program was given Easter Sunday 
with a good attendance. 

DONALD P. HuRLBuRT, Field Secretary. 


RHODE ISLAND AND MASSACHUSETTS 
CONFERENCE 


New Bedford, May 18—The annual meeting of the 
Woman's Guild of the North Christian Church called 
forth a good attendance and they spent a pleasant 
evening together. A m ip of 140 was re- 
ported with an average of thirty-two at the weekly 
meetings, which have been held since the first of Oc- 
tober, The church department has looked out for all 
matters pertaining to the church through its different 
comm The hospitality committee has indeed 
been faithful, serving parish suppers monthly, lunches 
at sewing meetings and many extca meals for con- 
ferences, etc. The flower committee has supplied the 
pulpit each Sunday, taking the bouquet to sick rooms 
afterwards, also sending flowers in case of death. A 
most faithful report from the calling committee each 
month has kept the Guild in touch with sick and shut- 
ins. The housekeeping committee has purchased a gas 
stove for the kitchen. The city department reports 

212 garments made, these going to Red Cross, Far 
* East, District Nursing, Grenfell Mission, Carversville, 

City Charities, Miss Stacey in Japan, and also aprons 
for our fair and fourteen puffs tied. The nation de- 

t has given monthly programs on home mis- 
sions with one speaker, Rev. Mr. Silva, who is a New 
Bedford missionary to the Portuguese. ey have 

attended to buying and sending the furnishings 
for the “Lucy S. Cushing Room” at the Christian 


Orphanage at Carversville. They have packed a bar- 
rei for Franklinton and a box cont@ining about one 


Orphanage. t 

offering ($90.56) and helped with the Thanksgiving 
offering for missions. The world department reports 
two sent to Miss Stacy, our kin mis- 
sion worker in Japan, one with clothing for a Christ- 
mas gift, the other more recently, also much needed 


partment very busy. The receipts for the 
year have been $1,196.68, and the expenditures $1,- 
083.10, leaving a balance of $163.58 in the treasury. 
Of this four hundred dollars went to our church, and 
$149.23 to mission work, The separate account shows 
$189.82 spent for the “Lucy S. Cushing Room” at 
Carversville Orphanage. The Guild held a fair and 
cafeteria supper in December, which was a source of 
pleasure as well as financial gain to the Guild, the 
King’s Daughters, the Mothers’ Club and Young Peo- 
ple’s society. The officers and heads of departments 
form the executive board who will serve another year. 


—Church Bulletin. 
ILLINOIS 


Thompsonville, May 22—I have had a 
fine experience, laboring with the following 
churches: Wabash, Cottage Home, Hord, 
and Kampschraders in the vicinity of Hord. 
Also visited friends at Louisville. My work 
has been well received and I have had a 
delightful time visiting old friends. Am 
now at Carters Temple in a series of meet- 
ings. Aunt Hannah Downen is quite 
poorly. I feel sad at the passing away of 
Aunt Phebe Barrett and Uncle Thomas 
Marvel, of Cynthiana. The former was my 
first school-teacher, and the latter my first 
Sunday-school superintendent.—A. H. BEN- 


Tuscola, May 24—Brother Walter Fas- 
nacht, pastor at Garrett, is doing some 
splendid work at that place. He received 
four members into the church at that place 
on his last appointment. He is talking of 
putting on a Vacation Bible School in the 
near future. Mothers’ Day was given rec- 
ognition there and also at Lake Fork. One 
whole family presented themselves for 
membership at Lake Fork at the last ser- 
vice. The crowds are getting so large it 
seems almost impossible to get them all 
housed. A young ladies’ class in the Sun- 
day-school gave its recitation on the out- 
side. Lake Fork is a great community cen- 
ter and people love to go. The conference 
women’s missionary ‘meeting was a success 
in every way. Thanks to Pastor Watkins 
for his kindly way of receiving us. We pray 
for all the work and workers.—HOEL. 


INDIANA 


Mooreland District Conference—It has 
seldom been my lot to attend a more en- 
thusiastic gathering than that which met 
at Hagerstown Christian Church, Sunday, 
May 20, when the Mooreland District 


Young People’s Conference had their first 


session. 

Over a hundred young people were reg- 
istered delegates. The church was com- 
fortably filled for every one of the three 
sessions, and at night was taxed to capacity, 
chairs being placed for the crowds who 
came in to be with the young people. 

Ten churches were included in this dis- 
trict, and eight were represented. One 
church, Antioch, sent thirty-eight delegates. 

Rev. Lloyd Reich presided, and the whole 
meeting was characterized by vim and pep 
as well as spirit. It was distinctly the 
young people’s meeting, and the young 
people took part in many ways. Among the 
best speeches were those made impromptu 
when the chairman asked them to tell, 
“What this meeting has meant to me.” 

The Bible reading was a repetition of 
Bible verses by the delegates, and the 
penyore were spontaneous prayers, also 
made by the young delegates. 


Choruses 
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were sung with spirit and vigor to which 
the Mooreland orchestra made a large con- 
tribution. Plans were laid for a delega- 
tion of at least eighty from these ten 
churches to the general Young People’s 
Convention to be held in Portland, Indiana, 
June 21. A permanent organization was 
effected. Vernon Van Zant, of Mooreland, 
was elected as first president; Miss 
Wissler, of Hagerstown, vice-president, 
and a young man, whose name I did not 
get, from Boston Church, -as_ secretary- 
treasurer. 

The writer had the privilege of address- 
ing these young people at each session, but 
received so much more than she was able 
to give that it will ever stand out as a 
red letter day. May God bless and prosper 
the Young People’s Conference of the 
Eastern Indiana Christian Conference.— 
Mrs. F. E. BULLOCK. 


Kitchel, May 24—The Mooreland Dis- 
trict meeting ef the Boys’ and Girls’ Con- 
gress, which was held at Hagerstown, in 
the Christian Church, was a wonderful suc- 
cess. We arranged a program to begin at 
ten o’clock Sunday morning, May 20. When 
the time for opening came the church was 
nearly filled. The morning hours were well 
spent in singing, special music, and good 
speeches. At the close of Rev. H. H. Short’s 
excellent speech on Sunday-school work, 
Mrs. F. E. Bullock, Superintendent of the 
Children’s Division, led in a most interest- 
ing Bible discussion which became very in- 
teresting to the young people. Many times 
it is thought that young people do not know 
much about the Bible, but to have heard 
them in this meeting one would have 
thought differently. The noon hour was 
spent pleasantly together in the basement, 
in the splendidly equipped dining room,: 
feasting upon the good things prepared and 
brought to the meeting by the youngsters. 
The women of the Hagerstown Church were 
very kind in taking the baskets and ar- 
ranging the dinner for the delegates and 
furnishing hot drinks. The afternoon and 
evening services were characterized by 
special music by the Mooreland Orchestra, 
led by the musical director, Rev. Van Zant. 
I think all who attended the Boys’ and 
Girls’ Congress will agree with me when 
I say the most outstanding feature of the 
meeting was the addresses given by Mrs. 
Bullock. Her messages had a wonderful 
grip upon their lives. The Christian Church 
is indeed fortunate to have such a wonder- 
ful woman tp send out in the field to work 
with the children and young people. Be- 
fore the close of our meeting the boys and 
girls extended a very hearty vote of thanks 
to Rev. Mr. Short and his church for the 
splendid way in which they entertained us 
while we were in their midst. There were 
more than two hundred and fifty present at 
the closing session. The young people are 
wonderfully enthused over this meeting. 
Next year they plan to double the attend- 
ance. It is a great movement to care for 
the spiritual life of our young people. Let 
every one in the Mooreland District begin 
now to boost for the meeting next year. 
Officers were elected as follows: Vernon 
Van Zant, of Mooreland, president; Miss 
Eleanore Wissler, of Hagerstown, vice- 
president; Edwin Druley, of Boston, secre- 
tary-treasurer.—LLOYD REICH, Chairman. 


IOWA 


Des Moines, May 23—Rev. R. L. Ray- 
burn, pastor at Truro, preached the bacca- 
daureate sermon to the high school gradu- 
ates and their friends at Peru, Iowa, Sun- 
day evening, May 30. The Christian 
Church at Mt. Zion, Grand River, Iowa, 
after a long suspension of services, has re- 
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sumed the work again. Two enthusiastic 
congregations greeted the speaker Sunday, 
May 13. A local: minister, Rev. Mr. Van- 
treas, preaches every Sunday evening. A 
good Sunday-school has been reorganized. 
Dr. Frederick Cooper is to begin a sum- 
mer evangelistic meeting June 3, at the 
church and much interest is already mani- 
fested as shown by the largely attended 
prayer meetings on Sunday. Oak Hill 
Church, Union County, Iowa, had the larg- 
est congregation for many years on Sunday 
morning, May 20. People were present from 
all the towns within a radius of fifteen 
miles and from all over the country dis- 
tricts. 

Pleasant Valley, where Rev. Alfred 
Hurst has services one Sunday a month, 
had a splendid congregation at the evening 
hour of worship the same day. Much in- 
terest was shown. Rev. Mr. Hurst pleases 
the people with his sincere messages, and 
all speak well of him. 

Pledsant Ridge, where services have been 
suspended for many months, urged for a 
service on Memorial Sunday at eleven a. m., 
and Thayer, Iowa, where several Christian 
Church members reside, insisted on memo- 
rial services in the evening. The requests 
were granted. Rev. A. P. Hurst will preach 
the remainder of the conference year one 
Sunday a month at Pleasant Ridge Church. 
The Sunday-school has been maintained by 
_ faithful workers of the church all the 

ime, 

Rev. M. L. Everett, who is not preaching 
regularly on account of his business inter- 
ests, has constant requests for addresses at 
Christian Endeavor mass meetings. He was 
present at the Christian Endeavor Conven- 
tion in New York in 1921. The writer never 
witnessed. more interest in commencement 
exercises at our high schools and colleges 
than are shown this year. What will be 
the future of our boys and girls as they 
pass from the control of home and school 
in this strenuous age, is a mighty problem; 
and intelligent citizens are apparently 
awakening to seriously consider the solu- 
tion.—L. E. FOLLANSBEE. 


NORTH CAROLINA 


Franklinton, May 21—Brother Mitchell, 
the superintendent of our Sunday-school. 
was present the third Sunday in May and 
gave the classes good instruction and much 
encouragement. I preached at eleven a. m. 
and at eight p. m. to attentative congrega- 
tions. Mt. Auburn: Our senior deacon, 
Thos. J. Haskins, improves slowly. Many 
earnest prayers go up daily for his recov- 
ery. Deacon Kimball is superintendent of 
the Sunday-school, which has its largest 
attendance in years. I preached twice at 
that place the second Sunday in May. I go 
to Pope Chapel the fourth Sunday in May. 
Franklinton Christian College: The insti- 
tution, under the presidency of Dr. Hender- 
son, is doing a good work for the brother 
in black. I have the honor of teaching the 
Bible class in said college; and I never met 
a finer class of young colored men. This 
is their commencement week, and Rev. J. 
P. Barrett, D. D., will address the faculty, 
students, and a large number of the white 
people who will avail themselves of seeing 
and hearing this distinguished editor and 
preacher. . 

Tomorrow will finish my seventy-ninth 
year and celebrate my eightieth birthday. 
“Bless the Lord, oh, my soul, and all that 
is within me, bless his holy name.”—DAn- 
IEL ALBRIGHT LONG, Minister. 


OHIO 


Columbus Grove, May 22—We observed 
Mothers’ Day in the Vaughnsville Christian 
Church. The services were carried on en- 
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tirely by the ladies. The s er of the 
day was Mrs, Alice T. Morrill, of Defiance. 
Mrs. Morrill gave us a most pleasing and 
instructive address. Every one was glad 
that he made an effort to come and hear 
her. So we will be ready to welcome her 
back to our church again. Mothers’ Day 
was a success all the way through. A good 
interest was shown by the teachers and 
scholars in the Sunday-school lesson. Many 
beautiful tributes were paid to the mothers 
of our great land. Next Sunday is our 
Young People’s Day, so we are looking for- 
ward to the young people making this a 
banner day. We are sure they can.—EVA 
A. JONES. 


West Liberty, May 22—Assisted by the 
evangelistic singer, Mr. Dolph M. Yoder, 
the writer held a two weeks’ meeting at the 
New Richland Church, Northwestern Ohio 
Conference. This church has no pastor and 
the members were a little discoura We 
found a warm response and as a visible re- 
sult there were nine added to the church. 
The M. E. Church at Maplewood, Ohio, has 
arranged with Mr. Yoder and myself to 
conduct an evangelistic campaign there. 
We begin May 27. The district superin- 
tendent gave his consent for the church to 
use us for the meeting. The church here 
has extended an invitation to me to remain 
as their pastor another year. This is my 
fourth year and the people have been most 
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Courage 


G! VE to the winds thy fears; 
Hope and be undismayed. 
God hears thy sighs and counts thy 


tears, 
God shall lift up thy head. 


Through the waves and clouds and 
storms 
He gently clears thy — 
Wait thou his time; so shall this 
night 
Soon end in joyous day. 


Leave to his sovereign sway 
To choose and to command. ; 
So shalt thou wondering own, his 
way 
How wise, how strong his hand! 


Far, far above thy thought 
His counsel shall appear, 
When fully he the work hath 
wrought 
That caused thy needless fear. 
—Paul Gerhardt. 
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companionable to work with—J. C. 


FRANCIS, Pastor. 


ONTARIO 


Newmarket, May 17—We made plans 
early in the winter to hold some prepara- 
tory meetings for Decision Day. These 
special meetings were held March 19-23, 
five nights, with a different speaker each 
night. The Senior and Intermediate C. E. 
societies divided the town into four wards, 
and were responsible for getting an invita- 
tion to every young person to attend the 
meetings. The meetings came to a climax 
on March 25, when we had a group of seven 
persons from Toronto Bible College, who 
preached and sang and conducted the De- 
cision Day service. A goodly number of 
young people decided to make Christ 
their Savior; and on Easter Sunday, after 
having groups of boys and groups of girls 
meet the pastor at his home for instruction, 
we received eight into the church. Then 
again on Sunday, April 8, four more were 
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received. Still again on May 6, at the com- 
munion services, five more were taken into 
our ranks as members of the church—mak- 
ing seventeen in all. The young people took 
hold with great willingness and worked ef- 
fectively. They arranged the music and 
preliminary programs for the mid-week 
meetings and this aided the pastor greatly. 
The Sunday-school, the C. E. societies are 
doing fine work.—E,. C. HALL, Pastor. 


The Fie in the Small Town 


Some Observations by a Layman 


ALTHOUGH I live in a small town, one of 

about ten thousand in Ohio, I’m not a 
minister. I am a merchant, with some in- 
terest in banking and in farming and more, 
I hope, in my community. I do not often 
go to church. I rather like to feel that this 
ic because I do not hear very well now, and 
because, as I keep my store open Saturday 
nights, I am tired on Sunday morning. But 
the real reason, I suspect—the selfish one— 
is because I want, on Sunday morning, to 
think about what I want to think about— 
not what some one else wants me to. 


But though I don’t go to church, I know 
all the ministers of my town, and most of 
them I like and admire. I also foliow their 
work pretty well, what they are doing in- 
side as well as outside their churches. And 
what I shall say is, I suspect, something of 
a composite—something of the best work 
of some of the best of them; but it won’t 
be much of their work inside their churches. 

There are in this town ten churches, with 
investments from a few to fifty thousand 
dollars. Not even the large ones pay their 
pastors salaries of as much as five percent 
on their investment. At nearly every serv- 
ice, in all of them with possibly two 
exceptions, there are more vacant places 
than filled ones. Of course I do not have 
facts, but I don’t think I would do harm to 
the facts if they existed. In a neighboring 
village, smaller than this, an accurate social 
survey was recently made. It revealed that 
five churches with a seating capacity of 
1,675 had an average attendance of 245. If 
the truth were known about our town, I am 
not sure that the percentage would differ 
much. 

If I were a pastor in a small town, I’d 
try to make the town, not the church, my 
congregation. I’d be as much interested in 
the public school as in the Sunday-school, 
in the community chorus as in my Bible 
class. I’d join the Chamber of Commerce; 
I’d raise my voice and give my time to 
every form of civil work. I’d try to be the 
best citizen as well as the best man in my 
community. 

A few years ago one of the industrial 
plants in this town burned, and to prevent 
the removal of the company to a larger 
city a fund of $20,000 was raised. Our 
Roman Catholic priest was one of the most 
active in the canvass, and to the fund he 
gave $50. His salary is $800 a year. I 
think he did a pastor’s work. He prevented 
industrial stagnation, the breaking up of 
homes, the parting of friends. No more of 
his than of other congregations were em- 
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pleyed at the plant. He worked for the 
community. 


When our Chamber of Commerce was re- . 


vamped two years ago, several ministers 
were on the committees that sought—and 
got—new members. At our Wednesday 
luncheons three or four of them always at- 
tend and join in the discussions. To my 
mind they are better employed than at their 
prayer meetings Wednesday night. They 
bring the living force of Christian thought 
to men and causes that otherwise would not 
have them, 

If you tell me these are incidental to the 
work of the pastor, I reply that, in my view, 
they are fundamental. I know many men 
in this town as good as its ministers. But 
the minister, no matter how much he’s tan- 
gled up in a dogma, lives in the shadow of 
@ great life. Every day he studies the 
teachings of the greatest moralist the world 
has ever known. When he goes among men 
he drops his dogma, but he brings his mor- 
als. Any meeting he attends should be bet- 
ter for his coming. 

Well-spent leisure and financial indepen- 
dence go hand in hand. In the small town, 
the minister is one of the few men who can 
command both. The rest of us are busy in 
our stores, in our offices, and in our work- 
shops. When we steal away to attend a 
meeting it is never without a sense of guilt. 
But the minister, with few fixed duties, is 
free to make appointments, and, what is 
more, to keep them. He can spend a whole 
day in committee work without financial 
loss to himself or neglect of others. 

I do not forget the minister’s duty to his 
congregation. As an employer, I know that 
a man’s first duty is to the one who pays 


How to Get the 
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him, the clergyman’s to those who provide 
his salary. But his duty is, I think, dis- 
charged when he gives of his best to the 
services his church provides, and pays the 
calls of necessity and sociability. If the rest 
of his week, not required for his ser- 
mons, is given to the broad field of com- 
munity work, his church is only the gainer. 
Surely the words of the man who moves on- 
ly between his study and his church cannot 
have the weight of one who goes to his pul- 
pit Sunday morning fresh from the prob- 
lems of the working world. 


Nor do I forget the spiritual side of the 
pastor’s work. I have no quarrel with the 
man who finds in listening to sermons his 
chief spiritual refreshment. I have no 
quarrel with the pastor who seeks to pro- 
mote what he regards as spiritual life by 
very active efforts, such as revival services 
and camp-meetings. All I can say is that 
when I look for the evidence of this spirit- 
ual awakening in our community I am gen- 
erally disappointed. I have lived through 
many revival services, of great crowds and 
great fervor. I have never seen one that 
appreciably affected my list of bad accounts, 
changed any of the gross inefficiencies of 
our local government, stayed the idle gos- 
sip in our homes, or even stopped the march 
of our bootleggers. 

A friend with whom I speak of these 
things, in the main agrees with them; but, 
he contends, if it’s the duty of the church 
to upbuild the community, it’s the duty of 
the community to uphold the church. If no 
one went to church, there would be no 
churches and no ministers; if all went, there 
could be better ministers, better choirs, and 
better services —The Churchman. 


Children Into the 


Sunday-school 


BY REV. ELAM F. DEMPSEY 


NE of the best superintendents that I 
ever knew had a habit of putting his 
wise conclusions in the form of epi- 

grams. I once asked him the question, 
“How may we get the children into the 
Sunday-school?” He answered, “The pres- 
ence of the grown man or woman in the 
Sunday-school solves the problem of getting 
the child to come.” I was immediately im- 
pressed with what seems to me the self- 
evident truth embodied in this statement, 
and pondered it many times thereafter. 

In more than one pastorate, I took over 
a Sunday-school in which the children were 
conspicuous by their absence. In every in- 
stance, I addressed myself to the task of 
filling the Sunday-school with the children 
of the church and of the immediate com- 
munity lying about the church. Several de- 
vices were used and varying policies 
adopted, but the premier policy and device 
was, according to the suggestion of the 
splendid superintendent quoted above, to 
get the grown people into the Sunday- 
school. It is a well known fact that where 


men and women go, boys and girls are also 
eager to go. It is implanted in the nature 
of the child to follow the example of the 
men and women whom he observes about 
him. Laying hold upon this principle and 
applying it to the problem of the Sunday- 
school, one will always do well to build up 
large and lively classes of men and women. 
Let there be for the men a strong outstand- 
ing man as a teacher, and let the men 
organize themselves into various com- 
mittees for active work in various lines of 
service to the Sunday-school, the church, 
and the community around. Pursue a 
similar policy in regard to the women’s 
class, being very careful to secure a strong, 
resourceful woman as the teacher and 
leader of this important class. You will 
find that in following these directions you 
are employing the appropriate causes to se- 
cure the desired effects. 

This policy, in one charge, resulted not 
only in bringing the children into the Sun- 
day-school, but it quickened the life of the 
whole church and, indeed, proved a stimulus 
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to the entire community. In another in- 
stance, this policy resulted in an increase 
of one hundred percent in the enrollment of 
the Sunday-school within a period of one 
year. In both instances it made the church 
and community realize that the Sunday- 
school was a live and going concern, and 
the old aphorism was never better illus- 
trated; namely, that “nothing succeeds like 
success.” 


The importance of having the child in the 
Sunday-school may be argued from many 
points of view, but beyond a doubt the very 
highest point of view is expressed in the 
words of our Savior, when he says, “Suffer 
the little children to come unto me, and 
forbid them not, for of such is the Kingdom 
of Heaven.” That mature man or mature 
woman, therefore, who wantonly absents 
himself from the Sunday-school and thereby 
exerts his influence over the children to 
keep them out of Sunday-school, is, in a 
most soul-terrifying sense, forbidding them 
to come unto our best friend, and theirs, 
Jesus, our elder brother, the Christ of God. 
Reflection upon this grave truth, it seems 
to me, will bring any right-hearted man or 
woman beforehand into the presence of that 
judgment seat of Christ before which each 
of us must render account for the deeds 
done in the flesh and, I make bold to hope 
will produce such contrition as will bring 
about a speedy change in negligent habits 
and cause that man or woman immediately 
to, take their places in the activities of the 
Sunday-school. 


Observation will startle anyone who loves 
children by the revelation of the scores of 
little ones about him who are not being 
given the estimable privilege of training in 
the Sunday-school. Surely the Lord of the 
Church is going to ask us, “Where are those 
that I gave unto thee?” If this question 
should be asked many of my readers, would 
not their answer be a guilty silence as 
terrifying as was that of the wedding guest 
whom the King found without the wedding 
garment? Let therefore every mature 
reader resolve henceforth to do his full 
duty in this matter. 


The wise superintendent, who was quoted 
in the beginning of this article, had a son 
who was called into the ministry. He had 
made a companion of this son through the 
years and had poured out the treasures of 
his learning and wisdom and rich stores of 


experience into the heart and mind of this" 


son, seeking to do a father’s part toward 
equipping him for the solemn responsibil- 
ities of his sacred calling. When the son 
was leaving home to enter upon his first 
pastorate, the father said, “So far as I 
know, there is nothing of fundamental 
truth for me to say to you at this moment, 
as I have all through the years talked 
freely with you about the duties of the 
ministry and the problems of your life 
work.” Then, with-a twinkle in his eye, he 
said, “Perhaps I had better make one prac- 
tical suggestion—Learn quitting sense!” 
This shrewd observation was doubtless 
the distilled essence of not a few tedious 
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and tasteless hours spent in listening to 
needlessly long drawn-out sermons. This is 
excellent counsel with which to conclude a 
discussion on getting the children into the 
Sunday-school and keeping them there. 
Many schools have dwindled in attendance 
because. those in charge did not have 


“quitting sense.” Do not for one moment 
consider that because this counsel is of 
somewhat quizzical and practical nature, 
that it is not of very great importance, [Its 
importance may_be judged by the value of 
that which it helps secure; namely, the 
presence of the child in the Sunday-school. 
In order to obey this admonition, the Sun- 
day-school leader must learn how to begin 
promptly, proceed with active interest, and 
thus be ahle wisely to quit at the right 
moment, with a good work accomplished. 

To sum up, therefore, our discussion: In 
order to have the child in the Sunday- 
school, secure the attendance of the grown 
mar and woman, impress upon them their 
serious responsibility, and learn “quitting 
sense.” 

Atlanta, Georgia. 


A Hat With a History 


MRE wonderful than the mysterious and 

inapposite things, living and dead, which 
the pseudomagician draws from a silk hat, 
have been those drawn from the tall hat of 
the young preacher, Samuel Cornelius, who 
lived a century ago in the neighborhood of 
Philadelphia and Washington. He carried 
tracts in the crown of his hat for distribu- 
tion as he went about. This appears to 
have suggested to him and to Noah Davis, 
both having studied theology in the home of 
Dr. Staughton, of Philadelphia, the forma- 
tion of a tract society, Davis taking the 
initiative which, under the later name of 
the American Baptist Publication Society, 
will have its one hundredth birthday next 
year. . 

The last work of Cornelius was the pas- 
torate of the church at Ann Arbor, where 
he died in 1870. The writer of this fol- 
lowed him a score of years later and heard 
many a quaint anecdote concerning this 
original character. One of these was told 
him by President Angell. Some one had 
asked Father Cornelius how many deacons 
he had and received the astonishing reply, 
“A thousand.” 

At the incredulity in the face of his ques- 
tioner he insisted, “Yes, yes! a thousand— 
one and three ciphers!” 

The old man must have effected a per- 
manent change, for in the writer’s pastor- 
ate he found all of the deacons to be in- 

‘ tegers. But what would Father Cornelius 
say if he could see next year all that has 
come out of his hat? 

The magician has drawn from the hat a 
great publishing house with a yearly busi- 
ness of more than two millions. An edito- 
rial staff of fifteen (O, the manuscript and 
proof reading!) and a hundred printers 
turn out religious literature, from Bibles in 

fifteen languages—including a Russian 
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Bible for our new Baptist million or two— 
down to the latest works which have been 
fine enough to pass. the meshes of the edi- 
torial sieve; and the fifty million copies an- 
nually of Sunday-school publications, with 
far more than a billion pages, requiring 
eighteen hundred tens of paper annually! 

And out of that hat has come perhaps 
the biggest Baptist university in the world. 
In the allocation of service and eliminating 
of duplications the work of the Publication 
Society has een in general determined as 
the dissemination and ineulcation of re- 
ligious knowledge. This it does on a tre- 
mendous scale through the billions of 
printed pages it has sent fluttering out over 
America and to distant continents and 





islands. Its silent teaching reaches more 
millions than all erdinary Baptist schools 
combined. It catches its matriculates 
younger and holds them longer than any 
other school, for the lisp of little children 
and the voices of white-haired saints alike 
repeat its lessons. Its books and other pub- 
lications are carried to places inaccessible 
to church and Sunday-school. 

There is the uncompromising top-piece of 
the old Puritan; there is the star-spanglied 
hat of Uncle Sam; there is the historic hat 
of Lincoln; and Roosevelt’s cowboy hat 
ready to be cast into the ring. Among 
these hats that have made history we be 
lieve Baptists may claim a place for the old 
high hat of Samuel Cornelius.—The Baptist. 
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What’s the Use of Praying? 
HAT’S the use of praying?” It is an 
old question. Did you ever hear a boy 
or girl ask the question, “What’s the use 
of breathing?” We all know that our bodies 
would die if we did not breathe. Breathing 
is the only true sign of life. It is good to 
breathe because while we are breathing we 
are living, and we all like to live. So now 
what breathing is to the body praying is to 
the sou]. It is good to pray because while 
we are praying it is a true sign that our 
soul is still living. . Jesus tells us to pray 
because he wants us to live. So you see it 
is very clear that a boy or girl who is a 
Christian cannot afford to quit praying, be- 
cause the very moment you stop praying 
you cease to live the life of a Christian. It 
pays to pray, for when you pray God lis- 
tens. He loves to hear the children pray. 

There is a story told about a little shep- 
herd boy who was obliged to keep watch 
over the sheep, and so could not go to 
church. But in his heart there grew a long- 
ing to pray to God as they were doing in 
the church. He had never beén taught to 
pray and did not know what to say, but he 
wanted to pray, and so, kneeling down, he 
began with closed eyes and folded hands 
saying the alphabet, “A, B, C, D,” and so 
on to the end. “What. are you doing, my 
little man?” said a gentleman who was 
passing by. “Please, sir, I was praying,” 
replied the boy. “But why are you saying 
your letters?” “Why,” said the little fel- 
low, “I didn’t know any prayer, only I felt 
I wanted God to take care of me and help 
me to take care of the sheep, so I thought 
if I said all I knew he would put it together 
and spell all I wanted.” “Bless your heart, 
my little man, he will. When the heart 
speaks right, the lips can’t say wrong,” 
said the gentleman. 

We are not all gifted to use such nice 
language, but when we kneel in prayer God 
does not listen to the eloquence of the 
tongue. He listens to the desire of the 
heart. It is not always what you say, but 
just what you mean, that God-listens to. 

Have you heard about that old man’s 
prayer in one of our city hospitals? The 
doctors were getting ready an old man upon 
whom they were going to perform an oper- 
ation. He was stretched out on the operat- 
ing table, and wherf at length every one 
was in readiness one of thé doctors brought 
the chloroform. The old man raised his 
head and said, “Wait a moment;” then fold- 
ing his hands and closing his eyes he began 
to repeat the little prayer which he used 
to say at his mother’s knee: 

Now I lay me down to sleep, 

I pray thee, Lord, my soul to keep; 

If I should die before I wake, 

I pray thee, Lord, my soul to take, 

And this I ask for Jesus’ sake. Amen. 

The doctors bowed their heads reverently 
and waited, and when he had finished he 
looked up calmly and said, “I am ready.” 
Do you still. say, “What’s the use of pray- 
ing?” I have learned to believe that it is 
always best to spend a little time in prayer. 
If we only knew it would cheer our hearts 
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in the days of sorrow or trouble to be con- 
scious of the fact that our Heavenly Father 
looks down upon us with a smile upon his 
face when we take time to pray. 

Let us imitate the example of the shep- 
herd boy and also that of the old man, and 
at all times and under all circumstances by 
prayer seek the face of our Heavenly Fa- 
ther, and then whatever happens we can 
say with the same confidence of that dar- 
ing passenger on the vessel in the storm, 
“I have seen the face of my Pilot and he 
smiles, and all is well.” Will you do this? 
Begin in the days of your youth to pray 
without ceasing, and your life will be filled 
with happiness the rest of your days.—The 
Christian Work. 


Caring for the Sick 


HERE are more than 22,000,000 people 

sick in the United States every year, ac- 
cording to statistics furnished by leading 
inedical authorities, but fortunately eighty 
percent of these have conditions which may 
be treated without recourse to hospital facil- 
ities. This leaves more than 4,000,000 peo- 
ple who require hospital servicé every year. 


To provide facilities for these patients is 
the tremendous work of the 8,000 or more 
hospitals which, are situated in every part 
of the country. 


The largest group of these hospitals are 
institutions serving the community, and es- 
* tablished and maintained by private organi- 
zations. Local municipalities generally con- 
tribute to the maintenance of these hospitals 
which, in turn, take care of patients re- 
ferred to them by the city or county; and, 
of course, the great number of people whose 
financial condition makes it impossible for 
them to pay even one cent towards their 
care and treatment. 


The cost of caring for one patient, for one 
day, averages about five dollars. By far 
the large majority of sick people are un- 
able to pay anything like the scheduled cost, 
and this deficit is absorbed by the hospital. 
When it is considered that an average of 
one and one-half person is required to care 
for every person in the hospital, and that 
these people must be housed and fed, some 
idea may be obtained of the tremendous 
cost of rendering service to the sick. The 
people mentioned are exclusive of the doc- 
tors and others of the professional person- 
nel. 


Another factor which adds to the exces- 
sive cost of caring for the sick, is that be- 
cause of the special type of construction, 
and the specialized equipment and appara- 
tus required by the hospitals, the average 
cost of running a hospital bed in an up-to- 
date hospital is from $5,000 to $10,000 per 
bed. 

One great obstacle in the development of 
hospitals lies in the fact that they were 
originally established for the pauper classes 
and as such were regarded with aversion 
by the people. Patients were called “in- 
mates,” and were supported entirely by the 


State or community, which gave little or no 
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attention to the living conditions or any 
other phases of the hospital. 

It was not until the middle of the last 
century that a hospital was cénsidered in 
the light of an asset to the community, and 
rwch more recently have hospitals been 
recognized as a valuable adjunct to the com- 
munity as an agency to prevent disease, to 
teach health methods and hygiene, as well 
as merely to cure or treat the sick.—Dr. E. 
R. Crew, in The Dayton Journal. 


The Hotel Opportunity 


WHAT can the Church do for travelers? 

The writer of these lines has been in 
many hotels in which inquiry showed that 
clerks knew absolutely nothing of the 
churches in the city or near the hotel. 
Churches might make it a point to send 
some visitor to the hotels occasionally and 
talk with these versatile men of affairs who 
welcome strangers as they register their 
names and have these friendly men ac- 
quainted with the churches near their very 
doors. Something can be done by the way 
of friendliness toward hotel clerks. 

The writer of these lines when a boy in 
Providence, Rhode Island, served with. a 
committee of the Y. M. C. A. which saw to 
it that every Sunday morning a personally 
addressed invitation to the churches of the 
city was placed in the box of every guest 
of the hotel who remained over Sunday. 
There is a great host of people who are 
away from home over Sunday and they are 
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folks like other folks with religious convic- 
tions and with religious needs and open to 
neighborly approach of a reasonable kind. 
There are doubtless ways by which some 
of the strong business men of the churches 
could call in hotels and without being ob- 
noxious in tactless ways make known to 
strangers the proximity of a church and 
their neighborly thought for folks away 
trom home. Whatever means may be sug- 
gested for the contact with sojourners and 
travelers, we may be sure that unless their 
presence in a community is realized by the 
church, the church will be losing out of its 
prayer and out of its solicitude a large 
number of people who, because of absence 
from home, and possible loneliness are es- 
pecially open either to the influences of 
grace or to the influences of evil. 


Kindness 

IND a kind of a man, one of noble liberal 

spirit, whose thought is always of the 
charitable type, who cannot be gotten to say 
a harsh or unfeeling word about anybody— 
the time will come when society will throw 
its arms around him and take care of him, 
and nourish and defend him. He shall reap 
the bountiful harvest of his own beneficence. 
Such a man will not be allowed to be friend- 
less in the time of his old age: he took no 
pains to defend or befriend himself, he had 
a kind word for everybody, he had a crust 
of bread for the poor and a cup of water 
for the thirsty—he could always be looked 
to for the glowing and kind word, nothing 
mean, bitter, selfish, hostile, unamiable, ever 
fell from his lips—and now in the time of 
his old age and decrepitude, or when any 
evil report maliciously arises against him, 
society will close around him and protect 
the grand old tree from the knife and the 
ax and the sword of those who would 
cleave it down. 

And what is true of the kind man is true 
also of the bitter man. There are some 
persons who cannot speak sweetly . . . they 
cannot speak the noble word, they cannot 
give you the beneficent judgment of any 
human creature or any human deed, their 
criticism is bitter, ... highly vitrolized, 
most pungent . . . What will be the judg- 
ment society will pass upon such persons 
by and by? They will get what they have 
given: they will reap what they have 
sown. . . Thank God for these great prom- 


ises and laws that make society secure! 
They give solidity to the whole constitution 
of humanity.—Dr. Parker. 


Stop! Look! Listen! 


T practically every grade crossing in this 

country you will see the sign, “Stop! 
Look! Listen!” The Word of God is such 
a sign to the souls of men traveling life’s 
highway from the cradle to the grave. First 
it calls to you to stop. You are driving in 
the way of danger, Stop! Look! Is-the 
way you are traveling the highway across 
which no evil thing can come. Listen!—to 
the admonitions, the warnings, the promises 
of this Word. There are many lives lost in 
this world because men do not Stop! Look! 
Listen! Thousands of souls are destroyed 
every year because men do not Stop! Look! 
and Listen! to the Word of God«—A. B. 
KENDALL. 
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Isaiah was faithful; but statesman and 
prophet that he was, he failed to save his 
nation from ruin. His life was a success, 
but his life work was limited by the faith 
and the performance of the people. 

Lincoln said: “With public opinion you 
can do anything; without public opinion you 
can do nothing.” And that is true only as 
rightly interpreted. One real man may 
change public opinion and action. One man 
with God is a majority for right although 
that right may not have the approval of the 
people who will suffer for their neglect. 
We are not promised temporal success; we 
are promised eternal victory—HERMON 
ELDREDGE. 

oa 


Unfailing strength! How beautiful it is! 
I was at a bedside a day or two ago. Bodily 
strength was gone; age had dimmed sight 
and had deadened the sense of heaiing: but 
that spirit was active. She ane 3 volun- 
tarily of her passing with poised assurance. 
Her suggestion of being “laid away” had 
in it such spiritual color that one felt the 
glory of the light of that evening time. 

But that is merely one of the manifesta- 
tions of vital life. There are hero souls 
that steer a forward course in -face of a 
contrary wind nearly the whole of a life- 
time. There are some who have honorable 
goals towards which they strive consistently 
for years. Before the glad attainment 
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comes some forbidding circumstances arises. 
True some despair—but how many others 
make what amends they can, without los- 
ing a ray of the beauty of their dream! 


—Selected. 
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PASTOR WANTED 


The East Lawrence Christian Church is in need 
of a pastor. Anyone desiring to consider the place 
please address unde 

P. R. Doup, Clerk. 


Lawrenceville, Pa. 





WANTED: A wide-awake minister to serve two 
neighboring congregations for fuM time. Resident 
pastor preferred. ’ 

W. C. ACHENBACH, Church Clerk. * 

R. R. 4, Tipton, Indiana. 





The Lewisburg, Pa., Christian Church is in need 
of a pastor. Anyone desiring to consider the place 
please ad 

WiLutaM Hopper, Clerk. 

Lewisburg, Pa. 


The Deer Creek Christian Church of the North- 
western Indiana Christian Conference will be without 
a pastor after August, 1923. 

L. Poux, Clerk. 


R. R. 1, Galveston, Ind. 


Mrs. EpwarD MEYznrs, 
Chairman of Ministerial Committee, 
R. R. 1, Sprakers, N. Y. 





YORK AND CUMBERLAND CONFERENCE 


The semi-annual session of the York and Cumber- 
land Christian Conference will meet with the Blue 
Point Church at Pine Point, Maine, Friday, June 8, 
noe Mg 2:00 p. m. and hold over the following 

n 


W. G, Mouton, Secretary. 
York Village, Maine. . 





NEW YORK EASTERN CHRISTIAN 
CONFERENCE 


The one hundred and fifth annual session of the 
Christian will be held 


Church, Wednesday at 3:00 p. m., and 
continuing Sunday, Those going by train should 
buy tickets to Coxsackie, and take bus to South 
Westerlo. to notify Rev. Robert 





The proposal for the incorporation of the New 
‘ew 
England Educational Society with the New England 













TEN MINUTE SERMONS 


Sir W. Robertson Nicoll, M, 
A., LL. D., Editor of the British 
Weekly ; author of ‘The Round 
of the Clock,’’ ‘‘Princes of the 
Church,’’ etc. 

Forty-three sermonic gems re- 
vealing the rare spiritual and 
literary qualities which have 
made the noted author’s pre- 
vious volumes so acceptable to 
the religious world. 16mo. 
Net, $1.25. 


THE STORY OF THE 
HYMNS AND TUNES 


By Theron Brown and Heze- 
kiah Butterworth. 

This new edition has been is- 
sued to meet the persistent de- 
mand that it be republished. 
It possesses beauty of expres- 
sion as well as a wide range of 
compact information. [Ilus. 


Net, $2.26. 


We have many of the 
newest books on our tables 
and shelves in our book 
store. All of the well 
known writers are in- 
cluded in our latest buys. 
Write us concerning any 
book you might want. 


Fifth & Ludlow, Dayton, 0. 





CRITICAL HOURS IN THE 
PREACHER’S LIFE 


By Rev. Ernest C. Wareing, 
D. D., Litt.D., Editor of the 
Western Christian Advocate. 

With striking originality and 
startling frankness this well- 
known editor and preacher re- 
veals the struggles, tragedies, 
and temptations of the minis- 
ter’s life. A book of warning 
and inspiration. 12mo. Net, 
$1.25. 


THE BEST OF BOOKS. 


THE CHILDREN’S Six 
MINUTES 


By Rev. Bruce 8. Wright 

Original little sermonettes by 
one who has been conspicuous- 
ly successful as a preacher to 
children. Pastors, parents, and 
teachers will find them very 
suggestive. 12mo. Net, $1.25. 








